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PREFACE. 


H O' the profeſſed Followers of Jeſus be 
feb ever ſo Ls divided, and baivdes by 
T Modes and Forms, by Notions and Spe- 

| 2 I * culations in Religion, it is nevertheleſs 
delightful to contemplate their Union in 

their common Chrifianity. But when Charity has 
thus exerted all its healing Power and Influence, in 
Order to produce Harmony out of Confuſion, and 
turn Deformity into Beauty; yet even Charity itſelf 
muſt ſubmit to the evident Dictates of Truth, and ſtill 
ſuffer one Diſtinction to remain. For they are not all 
Lrael, which are of I/racl: Neither are they all Chri/- 
tians in Reality, who wear that lovely Name. Saints 
and Sinners will diſtinguiſh the whole Chriftian World, 
till the Period of this State of Trial ſhall make a diſ- 
tant and everlaſting Separation. Oh Eternity ! Eter- 
nity! 
And are Chriſtians, thro' every Age, to be thus diſ- 
ting uiſhed from each other? Will there ever be in the 
Church upon Earth, both a/meff, and altogether Chri/- 
tiaus? Will the Form of Godlineſs always differ from 
the Power ; and they, who merely name the Name of 
Chriſt, from thoſe who actually depart from all Ini- 
gui)? Will the Time be never known, on this Side 
the Fudgment-Day, when Chriſtianity in Name, and in 
Truth, ſhall be igſeparably united in every Profetior ? 


The Thought is very affecting! It ſhould excite us to 
ſerious Self-Inquiry. Perhaps, we have, even this 
Moment, only a Name to live, while we are dead. 


And perhaps, after all the ſhining Honours of our 
A 2 Chriſtian - 
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Chriſtian Profeſſion, we ſhall at laſt appear among the 
many, who will ſay to Chriſt in that Day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophefied in thy Name, and in thy Name lia ve 
caſt out Devils, and in thy Name done many wonderful 
Works ! Unto whom he will then profeſs, I newer knew 
you, depart from me, ye that work Iniquity. For God's . | 
Sake, and in Pity to our own Souls, let us be per- 
ſuaded to act the /afe, the prudent Part, and examine 
ourſelves, and prove our own ſelves, and know our own 
Jelwves, ' whether we be in Chriſt, or not. 
Even ſuppoſing our State and Condition for Eter- 
unity to be good, Nothing is more deſirable than to 
know that it is ſo. We cannot be happy at pre/ent, 
without knowing it. And our Happineſs muſt bear a 
due Proportion to the rational and ſcriptual Founda- 
tion on which our Knowledge of it is built. An ima- 
 ginary Happiueſt may very ſoon prove real Miſery. 
Therefore erious Self-Inguiry is upon all Principles, — . 
worthy the Man and the Chhriſtian. Never does the 
Merchant refle& with ſo much Pleaſure upon his ſecu- 
lar Affairs, as when he has juſt finiſhed an exact Ba- 
lance of his Accounts, and found his Subſtance, in 
Fact, not diminiſhed, but improved. Nor can the 
Chriſtian ever take a more effeCtual Step, that his Joy 
may be full, than, with jealous Eye, to review what 
he has been doing in a divine Life, how he has ne- 
otiated his great Affairs for Eternity, and whether 
Fe finds in himſelf the genuine Characteriſtics of ax 
Heir of God, and a Foint- Heir «vith Chriſt. 
Wherever Religion flouriſhes, - Se//-/nguiry is one 
principal Means of its Beginning and Progreſs. The 
Faich and Piety of the Jailor at Philippi began with 
earneſtly aſking, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? 
And when Thouſands of guilty Jesus at Jeriſalem 
were, in one Day, brought to the Obedience of Faith; 
t eir divine Change firſt diſcovered ttfelf by that in- 
expreſſible Concern of Mind with which they ſaid, 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall abe do? Were we to 
- conſult. the univerſal Hiſtory of the Church, thro? ſuc- 
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ceeding Ages, it would appear beyond all Contradic- 
tion, that, whenever religious Se/f-7nguiry was ſuper- 
ſeded by Negligence and Formality, or by the Ani- 
moſities of Contention and Debate, real Religion 
proportionably ſuffered ; but, when. Self-Inguiry revi- 
ved, real Religion always revived with it. | 

It will, 1 hope, be univerſally allowed, that zhe 


Beauty of Holineſs is never ſo eminently den in the 


Houſe of God, as when its /acred Offices of public Prayer, 
Preaching, and Adminiſtra'ions of Sacraments, not only 
have, thro' the Skill and Faithfulneſs of Minifters, a 
natural Tendency to excite every Worſhipper to ſerious 
Self-Inquiry ; but when, by a divine Bleſſing, they are 
made effectual to this important End. To fee ſuch 


Glory as this, is, in the Eſtimation. of all pious Mi- 


nifters, like the Joy of Harveft. And if, in this Re- 


ſpect, my reverend Fathers and Brethren of a 


ever Denomination, have been ſignally owned and ho- 
noured of God, as I am verily perſuaded ſome of them 
have, I therein do rejoice, yea, and I will rejoice. 1 
deſire, with all my Heart, more particularly to bleſs 
God for that Spirit of Piety and Zeal, which Num- 
bers of the Clergy of the eftabliſhed Church are now 
exerting, in their reſpective Pariſhes, in Order to 
awaken the Souls around them out of a State of ſpi- 
ritual Security and Inſenſibility, and poſſeſs them 
with the moſt ſerious Attention to eternal Concerns. 
To hear that many of their Pariſhioners are aſting the 
Way to the Heavenly Zion, w.th their Faces thither- 
ward, is a convincing Evidence that God is graci- 
ouſly ſmiling on their faithful Labours. And it hap- 
pily intimates, that our Candlefic ſhall not yet be 
removed out of its Place; though on many other Ac- 
counts, there is ſo much Reaſon to fear it. Indeed, 
fuch Labourers as theſe are the Chariots and Horſemen, 


o 


the Armies and Natives, of our Britiſh Hrael“, 

This Revival of a Spirit of Piety and Zeal among 

Miniſters will, I truſt, do more, towards the eig 
the Paſtoral E of all the Souls belonging ta H 
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reſpecti ue Pariſhes or Congregations than any Thing 
that has been ever ſo earneſtly, or judiciouſly wrote, 
in Favour of that too much neglected, but mot im- 
portant Part of the ſatred Office, The great A. fle 
could not have took ſuch 4 chearful Farewell of thoſe, 
among Whom he had gone preaching the Kingdom of God, 
and who, he certainly knew, /hould fee his Face no more, 
if, in theſe tender Circumſtances, he could not, with 
holy Confidence, have told them, I have taught you pub- 
licly, and frem Houſe to Houſe. And was every Mi- 
ni/ter to go, as often as he can, at leaſt once a Near, 
thro? the ſeveral Families belonging to his Pariſh, or 
Congregation, merely to inquire into, and aſſiſt them 
in their ſpiritual Concerns ; this, it is believed, would 
promote a more general Attention to religious Se 
Inquiry, than the moſt regular Performance of all 
3 Minifterial Duties, abſtracted from it. Our Ad- 
dreſſes from the Pulpit are like Arrows ſhot at a Ven- 
ture; but in Families we directly level at the proper 
Mark. In going from Hou/e to Houſe, we ſhall often 
make hoſe Dikorerie of the Succeſs of our public 
Labours, which might otherwiſe have. never been 
known to us in the preſent World ;. and thus we ſhall 
ſeize the moſt deſirable Opportunities of confirming 
many ferious Impreſſions, or reviving them before they 
are quite dead. Thus we may demonſtrate, how 
much we are in earneſt for the Welfare of Souls, and 
be the happy Inſtruments of leading many to Cleſet, 
Family, and public Worſhip, who have been living all 
their Lives without God in the World. It is, indeed, 
a Work of Se//-Denial, and needs much Conquelt 
over our corrupt Inclinations ; but it is no more, than 
is neceſſary to prove ourſelves the faithful Servants of 
Jeſus Chriſt. But whatever Reluctance we may feel 


at our Entrance on this great and good Work, we 
ſhall certainly find, that the prudent, faithful and 
vigorous Proſecution of it will leave a Joy behind it, 
infnitely more valuable than any Reflection upon the 
Hours ſpent in the moſt gay, or the malt learned En- 
| N 1 
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tertainments. Biſhop Barnet, in his Di/ſcour/e of the 
Paſtoral Care, repreſents this particular Branch of it, 
„ as indeed, the Foundation upon.which all the other 
«+ Parts of the Paſtoral Care may be well managed.” 
Dr. John Edwards begins his Book called T he Peacher 
with ** granting, that there are other Parts of the 
*« Paſtoral Office, and thoſe of great Importance, be- 
„ ſides Preaching. We muſt (ſays he) enquire 
© and endeavour to diſcover, by private Conference, 
«« what is the particular Condition of every Member 
„of our Flock, with Reſpe& to Religion, and the 
„Welfare of their Souls. We are to adviſe, coun- 
«« ſe], and admoniſh them in their own Habitations, 
« as well as ia the Church, We have our Bleſſed 
« Saviour for our Pattern in this Matter; we have 
«« read in the Evangelical Records, that beſides his 
„ public Diſcourſes and Sermons, he made frequent 
4 Viſits, and gave private Advice and Counſel. And 
« we read, that the Apoſtles taught the People pub- 
% licly, and from Houſe to Houſe. And our Church 
„ approves of this in her Form = the Ordination of 
&« Prie/ts, where ſhe requires of thoſe that take that 

« ſacred Office on them, and have the Charge of 
« Souls, t w/e private (as well as public) Admonitions 
« and Exhortations, as Need requires, and. Occaſion 
« ſhall be given.” Dr. Leechman, in his Sermon on the 
Temper, Claracter, and Duty of a Miniſter of the Geſ- 
fel, ſays, „the Employment of compoſing Diffe- 
rendes, or extinguiſhing Animoſities, ſearching-out 
„ modeſt and indigent Merit and relieving it, com- 
«« forting a melancholy Heart, giving Counſel to a 
«« perplexed Mind, ſuſpending Pain by our Sym- 
« pathy and Preſence, tho' it were but for a Moment, 
„ fuggeſting to an unfurniſhed Mind proper Mate- 
4 rials for Meditation in the Time of Diſtreſs, or 
lay ing hold of a favourable Opportunity of con- 
veying valuable Inſtructions, and religious Impreſ- 
* ſions, to a Mind little ſuſceptible of them on other 
Occaſions; there is no Need of ſaying any Thing 
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* in Confirmation of this: It was the glorious Chas 
«« rafter of 7e/us, that | He went about doing Good.“ 
Dr. Dodaridge, in his Sermon on the Evil and Danger 
of neglecting Souls, obſerves, * the Learned, the Wiſe, 
„ the Virtuous, the Pious Miniſter, is, I fear, often 
*« negligent of a conſiderable Part of his Truſt and 
*« Charge, ——The diligent Inſpection of the Flock, 
« Paſtoral Vifits, the Obſervation of the religious 
* State of Families, perſonal Exhortations, Admoniti- 
«© ons and Cautions, by Word or Letter, as Prudence 
„ ſhall direct, the Catechi/ing Children, the Promoting 
* Religious Aſſociations among the younger and the elder 
«© People of our Charge, and the ſtrict and reſolute 
* Exerciſe of Diſcipline in the ſeveral Churches over 
which we preſide; are theſe no Parts of our Offce ? 
« Will we ſay it with our dying Breath, will we 
% maintain it before the Tribunal of Chri/, that 
** they did not belong to the Chriftian Miniſtry * And 
% if not, will our Care in other Parts of it be allowed 
„ as a ſufficient Excu/e before him, for our total O- 
* miſſion of theſe ?” Mr. Baxter, in his Gildas Salvi 
anus, or the Reformed Paſtor, ſays, one Word of 
«« ſeaſonable Advice given by a Miniſter to Perſons in 
«« Neceflity, has done that Good, which many Ser- 
% non would not have done. When 1 look be- 
ic fore me, and conſider what, through the Bleſſing 
« of God, this Work well managed is like to pro- 
1% duce, it makes my Heart leap for Joy. Truly, 
„ Brethren, [and God grant this may be more abun- 
dantly applicable to all the reverend Brethren in this 
preſent Day, than it ever was in 1655 !] you have 
* begun a moſt bleſſed Work, ſuch as your own Con- 
, « ſcientet may rejoice in, your Pariſhes rejoice in, 
« and the Nation rejoice in, and the Child that is 
«« yet unborn ;\ yea, 'Thouſands and Millions, for 
© ought we know, may have Cauſe to bleſs God for, 
© when we have finiſhed our Courſe.” 

But we are not to imagine, that the promoting re- 
ligious Self Iuguiry in precious immortal Souls 15 » 
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be abſolutely confined to the Sacred Office of the Chri- 
ftian Miniſtry. Every Rank, and Relation of Human 
Life may contribute ſomething, that is valuable, to- 
wards the benevolent and moſt important Deſign. 
What knoweſt thou, O Wife, ſays the Apoſtle, whether 
"thou ſhalt ſave thy Huſband? Or how knowtſt thou, 
O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife His ſug- 
eſting this to the Conjugal Relation, makes it no way 
improper to add,“ how knoweſt thou, O Parent, or 
« Maſter and Miſtreſs, or Brother and Siſter, or Friend 
« and Neighbour, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Chil- 
© dren, or Servants, or Brethren, and Siſters, or any 
«© other Friends and intimate Acquaintance ?” It is 
an univerſal Duty, to exhor? one another daily, whils 
it is called to-Day ; left any of us be hardened through ' 
the Deceitfulne/s of Sin. As we would abhor the Tem- 
per and Character of murtherous Cain, we ſhould 
never ſay, as he did, Am 1 my Brother's Keeper ? By 
a Word fpoken in due Seaſon, only in Simplicity and 
odly Sincerity, and without the leaſt Appearance of 
invading the Minifterial Office, it has often happened; 
that thoughtleſs Souls have been led to ſerious Con- 
fiderion, and Self-Inguiry, ſo as to ſecure to them- 
ſelves eternal Life. And what has been done, may be 
done again, and ſhould be attempted by all the Lovers 
of Souls, in a humble Dependance upon his Grace, 
abe died for them, and roſe again. | 
Beſides theſe private and perſonal Efforts, there are 
others of a public and ſocial Nature, by which both 
Clergy aud Lai may concur together, for promoting 
a more general Spread of religious Self- Inquiry. - In- 
ſtances of this Kind have been in every Age: And, 
bad as the preſent Age may be in other Reſpects, I 
am far from thinking, that in 7%, we can juſtly ſay, 
the former Days were better than theſe. The preſent 
Century began with the numerous and ever memorable 
Societies for Reformation of Manners, thro* Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, which were well known to have 
been chiefly contrived, and ſupported, by the happy 
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Union of the pious and public- ſpirited both among 
_ Clergy and Laity. About the ſame Time, and with 
{ the ſame united Spirit, were alſo formed, in England 
5 and Scotland, the Societies for propagating the Gojpel in 
j Foreign Parts. Not to mention what has alſo been 
1 done, within the ſame Period, and of the ſame Na- 
ture and Tendency, by our Fel/low-Prote//ants in other 
Parts of Europe, By a divine Bleſſing on theſe vigo- 
rous and well-concerted Meaſures, there is Reafon 
to hope, that a Concern for ſerious Piety was not only 
revived and ſpread in the/e Nations, and other Parts of 
the Proteſtant World; but alſo that conſiderable Num- 
bers of the Heathen and Mahometan Natives of Aſa, | 
Africa, and America, have embraced the Goſpel under | 
all the peculiar Advantages of a Proteſtant Profeſſion. 
'This appears, by the Succeſs which has attended. the 
Proteſtant Miſſionaries, both in the Eaft and Weft-1r- 
lies; together with what is lately begun among thoſe - - 
unhappy African Negroes, who are Slaves in many of 
our American Colonies, but eſpecially in Virginia. 
where many of them are gladly receiving the Go/jel, 
under the fated Miniſtrations in the Neighbourhoods 
in which their Maſters reſide. Theſe happy Events, 
taken in their due Connection, ſeem to diſtinguiſh 
the preſent Century from all former Centuries, as the 
only one, in which ſerious Piety has been making ſome- 
- conſiderable Advances among many of the Natives of 
every Quarter of the Glotke, All theſe, we hope, are 
only the Dawnings of a more illuſtrious Day. 
Scaree any one of the Societies, now. xeterred to, 
has a more direct Tendency, in Proportion to its Ex- 
tent, to revive, or to ſpread religious Self-Ingui. 
than that which calls itſelf, 7% Society fer Promoting 
religious Knowledge among the Poor. This was begun 
in London, Auguſt, 1750. Its numerous Members, 
who ate principally of the Laith, and indeed of dif- 
. ferent religious Perſuaſions, are nevertheleſs well uni- 
ted in the Choice of the moſt practical Books in Divi- 
ity, and in beitowing them upon any necgſſitou, Ob- 
bt; | | jeds 
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jects that are recommended to their Charity, without 
regarding any other Diſtinction. G0 grant, that the 
Accounts, which this Society appears to have received 
already, from various and remote Parts of theſe 7 
lands, as well as from our remoter American Colonies, 
may only prove an Earneſt of yet more numerous and 
more delightful Accounts, which ſhall be communi- 
cated to them! 

But to crown all theſe Endeavours, both of Clergy and 
Laity, towards ſpreading thro? our dear native Land, 
and thro? the awhele Earth, a ſerious Concern for eter- 
nal Things in every human Breaſt, we cannot wiſh- 
to have any Thing added ſo important in every View, 
as 4 Spirit of Prayer for the further Coming of | the 
Kingdom of God, Certainly that above all other Ex- 

dients, would have the moſt encouraging AſpeR, 

th upon our own Age, and upon the Ages to come. 
. ; Without Prayer, the beſt concerted Schemes are very: 
defective, and the moſt vigorous Efforts are neither 
rightly prepared for Succeſs or Diſappointment. No- 
thing 13 more reaſonable, than to acknowledge God, by 

Prayer, in all our Ways. And it ſhould be conſidered: 

that there is peculiar Need for the Acknrowledoment, 

when our Attempts more immediately relate to the 

Kingdom of God in our World, and conſequently to an 

Intereſt, which 1s ſure to be 1 by whole Legions ,. 
not only of evil Spirits, but of thoſe perverſe Paftions- 
and Prejudices, which govern the Views of moſt Men, 

and from which we dare not ſay our own Hearts Are 

perfectly free. Though it muſt be allowed, that to- 
pray for the Progreſs and Succeſs of the Goſpel, in 
the Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, and in the 
Edification of Saints, is equally the Duty of all Per- 
ſons and Times; yet it is alſo manifeſt, that when 

God prepares ilie Heart of his People to pray, it is a 

Token for good, _ _ will cauſe ' his Ear to hear. 

; ri PIR TRE | 
A Society of the ſame Nature, and with mnck the fame Rules, 
was begun at Edinburgh, February, 1756, Another at Glaſcerc, 


Aa. 1 56. [ vid. Gillies's Appendix to his Hiſtorical Collections 
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If Zion's Friends will not for Zion's Sake hold their 
Peace, and for Feruſalem's Sake will not reſt, there is 
Reaſon to hope, the Righteouſneſs thereof is about to go 
forth as Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp 


that burneth ; and that e'er long God will eftabliſh, - 


and will make Feruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth. If the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt peculiarly encourages the united 
Prayers of his People, by promiſing, that if but two 
of them ſhall agree on Earth, as touching any Thing 
that they ſhall aſe, it ſhall be done for them by his Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven; then, ſurely, we may con- 
clude the Promiſe ſhall not fail, when Multitudes of 
praying Souls, in different Nations, and in different 
Duarters of the Globe, of different religious Perſuaſions, 
and Forms of Worſhip, ſhall animate each other's Faith 
and Ferwvour, by explicitly agreeing together, both as 
to the important Matter, and as to the /olemn Seaſon 
of Prayer. And, bleſſed be God, this is not a Thing 
that exiſts only in Idea, but, even in this degenerate 
Day, has ſome glorious Reality. | 
The -firft printed Agreement of this Sort, that ever I 
met with, was publiſhed by Dr. Doddridge, February, 
1741-2, in a Copy of an Afeciation at Northampton, 
for propagating the Kingdom of Chriſt in the World, 
placed in the Margin of the Dedication of his Sermon 
on the Euil and Danger neglecting Souls. _ viii. 


The Articles of that Society, ſo far as they relate to 


Prayer, were theſe. 1. That we purpoſe, as God 
.*© ſhall enable us, to be daily putting- up ſome earneſt 
* Petitions to the Throne of Grace, for the Adwance- 
„nent ef the Geſpel in the World, and for the Succęſi 
all the faithtul Servants of” Chrift, who are en- 

« gaged in the Work of it, eſpecially among the 
« Heathen Nations. —2. That we will affemble at leaſt 
« Four Times 'a Year, in our Place of public Wor- 
„ ſhip, at ſuch Scaſons as ſhall by mutual Conſent 
„ be appointed, to ſpend ſome. Time in /olemn Prayer 
* 70p2ther on this 'important Account.—3. We do 
hereby expreſs our Deſire, that fome Time may be 


„ then 
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« then ſpent, iff God give an Opportunity, in re» 
« viewing thoſe Promiſes of Scripture, which relate 
*© to the Efabliſhment of our Redeemer's Kingdom in the 
&« Morld; that our Faith may be ſup poo, and our 
* Prayers quickened, by the Contemplation of them.“ 
The zext was a printed Memorial from ſeveral Mini- 
ters in Scotland to their Brethren in different Places for 
continuing a Concert for Peers fot entered into in the 
Year 1744. This is to be ſeen/in Vol. II. Page 399 
—402, of a Work intitled, Hiforical Collections rela- 
ting to remarkable Periods of the Succeſs of the Goſpel, 
and eminent Inſtruments employed in promoting it; com- 
piled by the Rev. Mr. 70% Gillies, one of the Mini- 
fters of Glaſgow. Printed by Foulis, 1754. The Me- 
morial informs us, that the Concert was firlt began, - 
with an immediate and ſpecial Regard to the Coming 
of the Kingdom of God, and the Succe/s of the Goſpel. 
of 2 in our World, by ſome Miniſters and others 
in Scotland 1744, and was then extended only to t2vs 
Years : But at the earneſt Defire of ſeveral Minifers 
and others in America, it was renewed 1n-1746, and 
agreed upon for the ſeven following Years : We are 
alſo told, after the Copy of the Memorial, that the 
Time agreed on for the Continuance of the Concert 
being elapſed, it was farther propoſed and agreed, 
by ſeveral Minifters and Societies in Scotland, to con- 
tinue it for /even Years more; that is, from June 34, 
1754. To this 4% Agreement is added a general In- 
vitation and Intreaty, that all, into whoſe Hands zz 
may come, would join in ſo happy an Expedient for 
promoting the Kingdom of Ged, and the Succeſs o the 
Gebe of Chrift in our World, The Articles of this 
Concert for Prayer ſeem to be an Improvement upon 
thoſe publiſhed by Dr. Doddriage; particularly, in de- 
termining, that /e Part: of every Saturday Evenings 
and every Lord*s-Day-Morning, ſhould be more pri vate- 
ty devoted to the Purpoſes of the Concert; and that 
the ſame ſhould he made a public Exerciſe, once every 


Quarter 'of «Tears namely, n dhe, Tug 
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the Monks of 2 ebruary, May, Auguſt and Ae e; | 
Or, at leaſt, on ſuch other Days, nigh to theſe, as 
ſhould be found moſt 28reeable to the State and Cir. 


Times, and Places, fo as perfectly to coniiit with the 
- Moſt. extenfive Cariltian Liberty. In the 2 now 


* miſed Extent and Glory, in this wretched World.“ 

Though the above Agreements relatin g to Prayer Hor 
the coming of the K 'ngdom of Ged, and the Surceſ; of 
the Ge/pel of Chri/t in o 


PREP AC. E. xv 


known beyond the particular Neighbourhoods where 
they where tranſacted, or the little Circle of Perſons 
immediately concerned. in them ; and perhaps merely 
depending on Ferbal Promiſes and an Union of Hearts, 
without ever committing any Particulars to Writing, 
One ſuch Inſtance, I have the Pleaſure to obſerve, is 
yet remaining among my Xidderminſter-Friends, who, 
with a diſtin&t and immediate View to the Intereſt 
of Chriſt, and the Spread of his Goſpels through the 
Earth, have privately met together, once every Month, 
and ſpent about #wo Hours in Prayer; and this Prac- 
tice they have continued between Twenty and T hirty 
Years, which is more than double the Jime ſince my 
firſt coming to this Place. Some of them remember, 
how my worthy Predeceſſors encouraged, and their 
pious Fore-Fathers were ingaged in, the ſame De- 
ſign; which, in Connection with more impertant 
Motives,, would have ics proper Weight with them to 
maintain the Practice. 

On the whole, there is Nothing I would more 
earneſtly intreat of my Readers, next to the ſecuring 
their own Perſonal Intereſt in Chrif, than their hear- 
tily joining in ſuch benevolent Prayers for the more 
glorious Coming of his Kingdom among all Men. And 
perhaps ſome may be the rather induced to ingage in 
this good Work, by confidering, that though Provi- 
dence may have rendered them incapable of contri- 
buring towards moſt other Schemes and Efforts for pro- 
moting the Succeſs of the Goſpel, and the Spread of 
religious Self- Inquiry; yet they can have no juſt Qb- 
jection to this of Prayer, which lies as open to. the 
Peor, as to the Rich, and may be practiſed by Perſons 
in the greateſt Ob/curity, as well as by thoſe in the 
, molt eminent Stations. Certainly the Poor of this World 
may be Rich in Faith, and therefore Rich in Prayer; 
ſo that even zheir Power and Intereſt at the Throge 
of Grace, may, according to the infallible Eſtima- 
tion of. Heaven, be equal to that of Princes, who 
awreftle with d aud prevail. Thus, by their Prayers, 
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2 CORINTHIANS v. 17. firſt Part. 
Therefore if any Man be in Chriff ——— 


* En MON the various Proſeſſors of Chriſ- 
N tianity nothing is more generally acknow- 
5 A a ledged than the high Importance of hav- 
M. N 1 a clear and undoubted Title to the 
Chriſtian Character. If we apprehend our 
Neighbour's Title unexceptionably pho we ſilently 
congratulate his Happineſs : If we deliberately judge, 
that this is our own Caſe, we are preſently conſcious 
of ſome Degree of that Peace : 4 God which paſſeth all 
Under/ftanding. On the other Hand, if we are oblig- 
ed to look on any around us, however fond of their 
Chriſtian Name, as having no Title to the has.” | 
| | | : 
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ſelf, which that lovely Name imports, their Miſtake 
is the Object of our Pity, and we ſecretly wiſh to have 
their Error ſeaſonably corrected, and all its tremen- 
dous Conſequences effetually prevented. But if ever 
we entertain ſuch diſmal Thoughts of our own State 
and Character, we are unavoidably frighted at our- 
ſelves, feel an inward Torment which we cannot 
ſufficiently expreſs, and perhaps conclude ourſclves «f 
all Men the moſt mijerable. | | 
It may happen the Judginent we form of our own 
religious State, whether a peaceful or tormenting one, 
may be equally unſupported by Truth; and neither 
the one, nor the other, have any Exiſtence but in our 
Imagination. Probably there are Multitudes, who 
glory in their Chriſtianity, but without the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of the Chriſtian Temper ; who hope for Sal- 
vation by Chri/?, but their Hope is that of the Hypo- 
erite which hall periſi. Nor is it leſs probable, that 
amongſt the ſerious and devout there are not a few, 
whoſe Piety wears a very difconraging Aſpect, and 
who are numbering themſelves amongſt Hpyocrites 
and Unbelievers. ; | 
Theſe miſtaken Apprehenſions can only be rectified 
by a due Attention to the Sacred Yolume. This only 
is the Light of our Feet, and the Lamp of our Paths, 
ſafely to lead us out of the Labyrinth of our own per- 
lexed Thoughts and Reaſonings. The Paſſages of 
Scripture, which have this Vappy Tendency, are in- 
numerable ; among which the Words of the Text are 
not the leaſt diſtinguiſhing. | 
It ſeems the Church at Corinth was not without a 
Mixture of xominal and real Chriſtians. Though the 
Apoſtle chiefly addreſſes himſelf to the latter, yet he 
was unavoidably led to ſpcak of the former, as Per- 
ſons which gloried in Appearance and not in Heart (a); 
who were Hale Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, transform- 
ing themſelves into the A ofties f Sat: o (b). No 
Wonder ſuch Perſons looked upon Paul with „ 


(a) 2 Cor. v. 12. (b) 2 Cor. xi. 13. 


19 
and upon all the Tranſports of his holy Zeal as the 
mere Effects of Madneſs. That theſe were their 
Thoughts of him, appears by the Manner in which 
he vindicates himſelf : Whether awe be beſides ourſelwwes, 
ſays he, it is to God; or whether wwe be ſober it is for 
your Cauſe, For the Lowe of Chriſt conſtraineth us, 
becauſe we thus judge, that i one died for all, then were 
all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live 
Should not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
aolich died for them, and roſe again. Wherefere hence- 
forth know wwe no Man after the Fleſh ; yea, though we ' 
have known Chriſt after the Fleſh, yet now henceforth 
know we him no more (c). Afﬀter this complete Vindi- 
cation, the Apoſtle proceeds, in the Words of the 
Text, and thoſe which immediately follow, to an In- 
ference which equally concerns both nominal and real 
Chriſtians ; which effectually zakes. forth the precious 
From the wile, and plainly teaches every Man, how to 
_ aſcertain the Validity, or Inſufficiency of his Title to 
the Chriſtian Character. Therefore if any Man be in 
Chrift, he is a new C reature: Old 7. hings are paſt 
away ; behold, all Things are become new, Here 1s a 
Caſe propoſed, in which every Man is intereſted, who 
makes any Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and a Rule of 
Judgment laid down, by which every Profeſſor may 
try himſelf with all defirable Perſpicuity and Preci- 
ſion. The Propoſal is ſo intereſting, the Rule of 
Judgment is fo Eater, that one is ready to con- 
clade, that every Hearer will anticipate the Deſign 
of this Diſcourſe, by an immediate and particular 
Application, Am I in Chrift? Nothing is more de- 
firable than to cheriſh a Diſpoſition to fuch an In- 

uiry : Nor can any Thing be more ſuitable to the 
Apoltle's Deſign: Therefore to encourage every 
Hearer to the perſonal Inquiry, and at the ſame 
Time to, illuſtrate the Meaning of the Text, let us 
. confine our Thoughts to the following 


Am I in CnRAIST or not ? 


Obſervation, 


(e) 2 Cor, v. 13—16, 
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- Obſervation, Am I in Chrift or not? I ar 
Inquiry, which may help any Man to know 
the State of his own Soul. 


I. It will be proper to explain the Inquiry, what 
it is for any Man to be in Chriſt, 


H. To prove that any Man may know whether 
he has an Intereſt in Chri/t, or not. 


III. To point out ſome of the Reaſons, why 
many Perſons never know whether they have 
an Intereſt in Chris, or not. 


IV. To urge all to make this grand Inquiry, 
who have hitherto negleRed it. 


Firf, It is of no little Importance to explain the 
ull Meaning and genuine Import of the In- 
quiry, what it is for any Man to be in Chris. 


To be in Chrift, © tis to have a Perſonal Intereſt 
© in the Bleſſings of eternal Salvation, which Chrift 
% has promiſed 7o all them, and them only, that obey 
% kim (d). -In this Senſe the Phraſe frequently oc- 
curs. Particularly, when Paul ſays of himſelf, J 
have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count them 
but Dung that I ma win Chriſt; and be found in 
um (e), His Loſs of all Things, in the preſent 
World, could only be counterbalanced by his Gain 
of eternal Bleſſings in Chriſt. Nor can he mean any 
Thing leſs than this, when he ſays of others, there 
i therefore now ne Condemn tion to them which are 
„ in Chrift Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh but 
after tbe Spirit (f) ; that is, they, and only my who 
obey Chrift by a holy Walk, have a clear Title to 
final Acceptance and complete Salvation by him. 
Elſewhere the Apoſtle more diſtinctly enumerate3 thoſe 
5 Bleſſings 


% Heb, v. 9. (e) Phil, iii, 8, 9. (f) Rom, vill. 1. 


Am I in CursT or "mot ? E 


Bleſſings which the Saints receive from Cyriſt, and 
which they receive as the Gift of God; of whom are 
ye in Chrift Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sandification and Re- 
demption (g). To be in Chriſ muſt therefore include 
the whole diſtinguiſhing Character and Hppine/s of 
a true Chriſtian. This is farther confirmed by the 
Clauſe which immediately follows the Text, when 
conſidered in its proper Connection with it: V any 
Man be in Chriſt, he is a uew Greature. If being a 
new Creature was not effential, both to the Charac- 
ter and Happineſs of a true Chriſtian, or, in the Lan- 
uage of the Text, to a Man's being in Chrift, our 
lefſed Lord would not have ſo ſolemnly declared, 
werily, werily 1 ſay unto you, except a Man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God (h). 
And is it the whole of a true Chriſtian to be in 
Chriſt ? Surely if any Thing can render the Expreſ- 
fion yet more important, it muſt be the Manner in 
which it is uſed in the Text; where, under the inſi- 
nuating Form of a Suppoſition, the Apoſtle moſt in- 
offenſively excites every Man to apply the grand In- 


quiry to himſelf. ** Come then, O my Soul!” let 


each of us be ſaying to ourſelves, ©* improve the ſalu- 
« tary Hint; enter the Fields of Self-Inquiry ; pene- 
“ trate the deepeſt Receſſes of a treacherous Heart, 
« and try what Concern thou haſt in the Powers, 
Principles and Pleaſures of a Life peculiar to the 
% true Chriſtian. Does the great Apoſtle ſuggeſt, for 
* univerſal Advantage if any Man be in Chriſt ? 
6 Nothing can de more rational in itſelf, more 
« ſubſervient, O my Soul ! to thine eternal Intereſt, 
* or more conſiſtent with the Apoſtle's Meaning, than 
« to atk thyſelf, am I in Chriſt ? : 

« Is my Character that of a true Chriſtian? Am I 
<< diſſatisfied with the mere Name, unleſs I have alſo 


« on, my beſt Performances, or inward Diſpoſitions, 
Tg ner tvs its AN abhorring 
(869 1 Cor. i. 30. (h) John ii, 3. 


- 


the Ting? Do I renounce all undue Dependance 
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abhorring the Thought of making a Saviour of 
any Duties done by me, or of any Virtues, or 
Graces wrought in me? Whilſt I profeſs to depend | 
upon Chri/t alone for Salvation, aud am ſolicitous 
to know, and, when known, to find in myſelf, 
the genuine Evidences- of an Intereſt in Chrift ? 
Do I eſteem the moſt zealous Attachment to any 
Party of Chriſtians, to any Form of Worſhip, or 
to any Scheme of DoArine, abſtracted from Heline/s 
of Heart and Life to be an inſufficient Evidence of 
an Intereſt in Chrif ? Is the Word of God the 
only Standard by which I meaſure the Size of my 
Chriſtian Character, the only Tozch/fone by which [ 
try its Sincertty, and the only Rzle to which I re- 
duce its Virtues find Graces? Have I, according 
to that Holy Word, been convinced of Sin (i)? 


Have I had ſuch a Senſe of my Sins, both of Heart 


and Life, of their abominable Pollution, of thei 

dreadful Guilt, and the everlaſting Ovidetrnation 
and Ruin, to which they expoſe me, as to be weary 
of my State and Condition, and even to /abour, 
and be heavy laden, like one that is preſſed down 
under an inſupportable Burthen ; And, deſpairing 
of Help and Eaſe any other Way, have I ever 
came to Chriſt to find Rejt unto my Soul (k)? Was I 

firmly perſuaded, that Chrift is able, and willing, 
to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by 
him (1)? Did I cordially approve, and gratefully 
rejoice in, the appointed Way of Salvation by 
Repentance toward: God, and Faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt (m)? Is mine a Repentance unto Life 
(n); a Turning from Dead Works, to ſerve the 
living God ? Is it fincere, univerſal and perſever- 
ing, even a Repentance to Salvation not to be re- 


pented of (o)? Will my Faith in Chrift ftand the 


cc Trial ? Is its Nature and are its Fruits divine? 


(i) John xiv. 8. 


Does 
1 25 x) Mat. xi. 28, 29. 

(1) ohn VI, 37. Heb. VII, 27. compared. Act . . 

(n) Acts xi, 8. F Go) 2 Core rl, 20, 
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Am I in CHRIST or not ? 23 
Does it, like e Centurion's Faith, lay me low in 
the moſt affecting Senſe of my own  Unworthine/5 
of Chris Regard, at the ſame Time that it fills me 
with the moſt adoring Confidence in him, as an all- 
ſufficient Redeemer (p)? Is it, like the Faith of rhe 
Syrophenician Woman, not only Self-abaſing, and 
Chriſt-exalting, but likewiſe ſo importunate for 
his Bleſſings as to take no Denial (q)? Unclean as 
my Nature is, and filled with corrupt Propenſities, 
does my Faith derive Virtue from Chrift, to heal 
the moſt inveterate Diſeaſes of my Soul (r) ?- Does 
it purify my Heart (s), and implant there every 
divine Principle and holy Diſpoſition ? Does it, as 
the Subftance of Things hoped for, and the Evidence © 
of T hings not ſeen, enable me to overcome a ſmil- 


ing, or a frowning World (t)? Worthy of its Hea- 


venly Extraction, does it work by Love (u), and 
make me zealous and faithful, diſintereſted and 
indefatigable, in ſerving my God and Saviour, 
my Fellow-Creatures, and eſpecially thew who are 
of the Houſhold of Faith? Whatever my religious 
Attainments may ſeem, am I ftill fo ſolicitous to 
abide in Chriſt, that I may bring forth much Fruit, 
deeply ſenſible that without Chriſt, like a Branch 
broken off from the Root, I can do Nothing (W); 
Therefore, forgetting thoſe T hings which are Jehing 
and reaching forth unto thoſe Things which are be- 


fore, do I preſs toward the Mark, for the Prize of 


the High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus (x)? Am I 
rejoicing in every Service or Suffering, by which [ 
am made more like 7%, and more ready to 
meet him, when his Glory ſhall be revealed ? And 


C qaukhen I have done all thoje Things which are con- 
% zanded, do I really eſteem myſelf an unprofitable 


Fer- 
: ) Mat. vill. 8 ) Mat, xv. 2227. 
(> Mark v. 34. Ps 8 Acts xv. 9. f 
(t) m John v. 4. (u) Gal. v. 6. 


ce Ihn xv. 5. (0 Phil, U. 23, 1 
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Servant (y); inſinitely obliged to the Mercy of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord for my preſent Ac- 
ceptance, and future Reward ? Search me, O God, 
and know my Heart; try me, and know my T houghts, 
and help me to ſee what my Character is, that I 


may know whether am in Chri/t or not. 


And if, through Grace, there be any Reaſon 
for me to hope, that I am poſleſſed, though in a 
ſmall Degree, of the real Character, will not that 
include in it a proportionable Claim to the diſtin» 
guiſhing Happineſs of the true Chriſtian? Am I 
not made accepted in the beloved Jeſus (z) ? Is not 
mine the Blefſedneſs of the Man to whom the Lord will 
not impute Sin (a)? May I not with appropriating 
Confidence, look upon the holy and glorious Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven and Earth, as hawing reconciled me 
to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt (b)? May I not con- 
clude, that the Son of God, unworthy as I am, 
lowed me, and gave himſelf for me (c)? And that the 
Spirit of God does igel, bear Mitneſi, in ſome 
Degree, with my Spirit, that 1 am the Child of God 
(d)? What then ſhould prevent me from apply- 
ing. to myſelf his exceeding. great and precious Pro- 
miſes, with all the unconceivable and ineſtimable 
Bleſſings contained in them? , Whether the World, 
er Life, or Death, or Things preſent, or Things to 
come, may I not ſay, they are all mine, becauſe 
Chriſt is mine, and J am his (e)? Are not Saints 
on Earth, and Saints in Heaven Fellow-Citizens 
with me of the new Jeruſalem, and Fellow-Mem- 
bers of the Houſhold of Gd (f)? Are not Holy 
Angels the mini/tring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter 


for me, as one of the Heirs of Salvation (g) Am 


I not begotten, according to the abundant Mercy of 


66 the 
| y) Luke xvii, 10. (a2) Epeſ, i, 6. 
a) Rom. iv, 8. (b) 2 Cor. v. 18. 
(c) Ga, it, 20. (d) Rom. viii. 16, 
e) x Cor. ili. 22, 23 () Epheſ. li, 19. 


kt) Heb. i. 14. 


Am I in CnrnsT. of ot? 25 
* the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſty unto a 


« lively Hope, of an Inheritance incorruptible, and un- 
« defiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven 
« for me (h)? And is not all this Felicity placed for 
« me on the firmeſt Baſis, even that of an ever/a/ting 
«© Covenant, ordered in all Things and ſure (i)! 

ls this the intimate Connection between the true 
« Chriſtian's Character and Happine/s? Is this the 
„ juſt and comprehenſive Import of each, though 
„ but feebly deſcribed ? It is impoſſible, O my Soul! 
« to aſk thyſelf any Queſtion ſo intereſting, ſo im- 
« portant, as this, Am I in Chriſt ?” 


. Secondly, We are to prove, that any Man may 
know whether he has an Intereſt in Chri/t or not. 


The Arguments for this Purpoſe are ſuch, as every 

2 ſerious Mind will acknowledge to be as intelligible, 

and convincing, as the Inquiry itſelf 1s 1mportant. 

It is only to conſider, the Manner in which the 

Divine Oracles direct us to attain this Knowledge; 

the evident Tendency of Scripture-Promiſes to 

produce it; the peculiar Concern it has with the 

Offices and Characters of the Holy Spirit, as a Re- 

prover and Comforter ;——and the Experience of 
Multitudes by whom it has been actually attained. 


1. That any Man may know whether he has an 

3 0. Intereſt in Chriſt, or not, appears, from the 
„Manner in which the divine Oracles direct 

us to attain this Knowledge.“ : 


There is no plainer Direction, how to know whe- 
ther we have a Perſonal Intereſt in CAriſt or not, 
than that which our Text introduces. We are taught 
to conſider our new. Creation as an undoubted Evi- | 
dence. of our Intereſt in Chrif#., And that an Evi- ' 
dence of ſo much Importance might not be miſap-,*_ 
Bae | prehended 
(h) x Pet. i. 35 „f/%% 3 (i) 2 Sam, xxili. 5. 
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hended, we are told, what we are to underſtand 
y our new Creation, in the Words which immediate- 
ly follow: O/d Things are paſt away; behold all 
Things are become new. Let any Man try all Things 
in the Temper of his Mind, as well as in the Con- 
duct of his Life, whether they be % or new; that 
- 3s, whether they be as fooliſh and ſinful, as corrupt and 
vicious as ever, and therefore o; or remarkably 
and univerſally changed into wiſe and holy, pure and 
heavenly, and therefore zew. By following this Part 
of the divine Counſel, any Man may in ſome Mea- 
ſure diſcern, what Anſwer belongs to the Grand In- 
quiry, Am 1 in Chriſt, or not? | | 
Another Direction, of equal Importance, but re- 
commended in this Epiſtle with great Earneſtneſs, is, 
examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the Faith; prove 
our own ſelves : know ye not your own ſelves, how 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be Reprobates (k)? 
Can any two Characters be more oppoſite than, ei- 
ther, to have in us the Temper of Te/us Chri/t ; or, 
be ſo deſtitute of it, and averſe to it, as to be Re- 
probates, like Silver that will not ſtand the Touch- 
fone? Is any Duty more apparently neceſſary than 
to examine, which of the oppoſite Characters is our 
own? And if this Duty is performed, what can hin- 
der our obtaining ſome Degree of Self-Knowledge, 
as the certain Conſequence of ſuch Self-Examina- 
tion ? | 
The ſame Apoſtle directs the Galatians how to 
judge of their ſpiritual State, by pointing out to 
them the different Fruits, which would certainly be 
produced in their Temper and Conduct, in ſome Pro- 
portion to the Prevalence of Fle:/aly or Spiritual Prin- 
ciples in their Hearts. And becauſe none but true 
Chriſtians can experience the univerſal Prevalence of 
Spiritual Principles, over thoſe that are Fleſily, he 
therefore concludes, for the Satisfaction of all true 
Chriſtians, and for the Conviction of all ſuch as have 
only 
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only the Name of Chriſtians, they that are Chriſt's 
have crucified the Fleſh, with the Afections and Luſts (I). 
Another Apo/ile, having exhorted Chriſtians to cul- 
tivate every Grace and Virtue belonging to thoſe that 
are Partakers of a divine Nature, infers that by this 
Means their Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
conſequently of their own Intereſt in him, would 
greatly increaſe : Whereas, by neglecting to cultivate 
every Grace and Virtue, they would certainly reduce 
themſelves to a State of great ſpiritual Blindne/s and 
Impotence, He then reſumes the Exhortation, and 
urges it with redoubled Force, wherefore the rather, 
Brethren, give Diligence to make your Calling and Elec- 
tion ſure (m). They could not but know, that they 
were already called to an outward Profeſſion of Chri- 
Hanity; and therefore the leaſt Part of the Apoſtle's 
Meaning muſt be, that by the diligent Cultivation of 
every Grace and Virtue, which conſtitutes a divine 
Nature, they might certainly arrive at ſome ſatiſ- 
factory Evidence of their own Perſonal Intereſt in 
C * | 
It ſeems to have been one leading Deſign of the 
Apoſtle Jon, in writing his firſt Epiſtle, to help his 
Fellow Chriſtians to diſcern their own ſpiritual otate 
that they themſelves might. have the Joy, ahd that 
Religion might have the Credit, which ſuch a com- 
fortable Diſcovery would naturally occaſion. 7/% 
Things, ſays he, write we unto you, that your Foy may 
be full. — And hereby we do know, that wwe know” him, 
if we keep his Commandments.— But whoſo keepeth his. 
Mord, in him werily is the Lowe of God perfetted; here« 
by know we, that we are in him. -e know, that we 
have paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe due lowe the 
Brethren.— And he that keepeth his Commandments dwet- 
leth in him, and he in him; and hereby we know, that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us, 
— Theſe Things have I written unto you, that believe 
on the Name of the _ of God; that ye may know, that 
| 2 E Mn | 
( Gal. v. 1724. [) 2 Pet, i; 4—$0s 
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ye have eternal Life; and that ye may believe on the 
Name of the Son of God (n). By comparing ſuch Paſ- 
ſages as theſe, in John's Epiſtle, with what we have 
in his Goſpel, we have good Reaſon to infer, that 
our bleſſed Lord alſo intended to inſtruct his Diſciples, 
. how to diſcern their own Perſonal Intereſt in himſelf; 
fince he ſo frequently aſſures them, that their Obedience 
to his Commandments would be an. undoubted Evi- 
dence of their Love to him, and conſequently of their 
Intereſt in him. ¶ ye love me, keep my Commandments. 
He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me. He that loweth me not, keepeth not 
my Sayings (0). | 

Theſe are a few, indeed very few, of the many 
Inſtances in which the holy Scriptures direct us how 
to know whether we have a Perſonal Intereſt i» Chriſt, 
or not. And ſhall all theſe ſtand for Nothing ? 
Dreadful as the Thought is, there is no avoiding it, 
if the grand Inquiry, am 7 in Chriſt, or not, will 
not admit of a determinate Anſwer, 


2. It may alſo be argued, that the Promiſes 
„of Scripture have an evident 'Tendency to 
« help any Man to know whether he has an 
«« Intereſt in Chri/t, or not. 


So numerous are the Promiſes, and ſo perfectly 
| ſuitable is any one of them to illuſtrate the Force of 
our Argument, that to be curious in ſelecting would 
be altogether needleſs. That Declaration, He that 
believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved (p), though 
of a general and comprehenſive Import, may never- 
theleſs be properly applied as the firm Baſis of Con- 
ſolation, or Self-Condemnation to any particular Soul. 
That the true Chriſtian may derive ſome chearſul 
Hope from hence, concerning his own Salvation, he 
takes this Promiſe in its intimate Connection with 
the 
n) 1 John i. ii. 3, G iii. 14, 24. v. 13, 
5 Jada xiv. = 21, ohh (e) Marlc xvi. 16. 
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the Character to which it is annexed, and reaſons in 
ſome ſuch Manner as this; I am not only bap- 
« tized in the Name of Chriſt, but I hope I have 
„true Faith in him. I find in myſelf (adored be 
rich Grace) a deep Senſe of my own Unworthi- 
« neſs, high Eſteem for Chri/t, ardent Love to him, 
Hatred of all Sin for his Sake, and full Purpo/e of 
« Heart to ſpend all I am and have in his Service. 
I tremble at the Thought of ſharing in the preſent 
„Character and final Condemnation of Unbelie- 
« vers. I am often crying, Lord, I believe, help me 
*« againit my Unbelief (q). Lord, increaſe my Faith 
„(r). TI hope, therefore, it is not Preſumption in 
% me to ſay, I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and, 
„ according to his Promiſe, I ſhall be /aved.” On 
the other Hand, how can the mere nominal Chriſtian 
avoid ſeaſonable Conviction and Self-Condemnation, 
if he will but allow himſelf to inquire, whether the 
Baptiſm he has received, and the Faith which he 
therefore profeſſeth, are producing in him ſuch Fruits 
as deep Humility and Self-Abaſzment before God; 
fracere Love to Chri/t, Hatred of all Sin for Chri/t's + 
Sake, and Reſolutions by divine Help for new and 
holy Obedience ? Will not his Conſcience be obliged 
to teſtify againſt him, that none of- theſe Fruits of 
ſaving F aich are found in him, that therefore the aws 
ful Remainder of our Lord's Declaration too plainly 
belongs to him, le that believeth not hall be damned? 
In like Manner, the true Chriſtian may take by | 
Promiſe, of a more particular Kind, and more diſ- 
tinguiſhing Nature, and may apply to himſelf the 
Comfort reſulting from.it, if, through Grace he can 
diſcern in himſelf the peculiar Characteriſtic, to 
which the Promiſe is made. Does the Chriſtian per- 
ceive himſelf reduced to ſueh a Senſibility of his own 
Meanneſs, Dependance and Guilt, as to be poor in 
Spirit? He may, with a Confidence that is perfectly 
conſiſtent with the deepeſt Humility, pronounce him 
B 3 | 5 ſelf 
(4) Mark ix, 24. (r) Luke xvit, 5. 
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ſelf Zig, for the Kingdom of Heawen is his oavn (5), 
—Doth be mourn for Sin, more than for all his worldly 
Sorrows and Diſappointments? He may aſſure him- 
felf, that Ble/edne/s is inſeparably connected with ſuck 
Mourning, for in due Time ke {hall be comforted with 
thoſe Conſolations of God, which are neither few nor 
Small (t).—lHas divine Grace ſo altered his Temper, 
zhat, from being haughty and paſſionate, he is be- 
come habitually mee4 and oy? He is therefore inti- 
tled to the Promiſe, that ke hall inherit the Earth, with 
a ſpecial Bg from Heaven, upon all his earthly 
Enjoyments — Intereſts (u). —Doth he feel in him- 
ſelf ſuch prevailing Appetites of Soul as Hunger and 
Thirft after Righteouſne/s? Blefſed is he, for in the 
compleateſt Senſe he fall be filled (w).—Is he merci- 
Jul in all his Temper and Conduct towards them 
that are appointed to ſhare in his Pity and Bounty 
Bed is he, for he ſhall obtain Mercy, from a merci- : 
ful God and Saviour. —ls it his conſtant Labour, 
and fervent Prayer, to be pure in Heart ; and his real 
Grief, to have any impure Thought or Affection en- 
ter there? Then 6/2/ed is he, for he ſhall Jer, and com- 
pleatly, and eternally enjoy, a God of unſpotted 
Purity and Perfection (x). ew" 4 | 
But if the Nominal Chrifian thoroughly. tries hims , 
ſelf by each of* theſe Characteriſtics, he will find that 
inſte of ſpiritual Poverty, his Mind is intoxicated 
with an Apprehenſion of his own Worthineſs and 
Self-Sufficiency: Inſtead of Mourning for Sin, he will 
perceive, that his is % Sorrow of the World, which 
uvorketh Death : Inſtead of Chriſtian Meekne/5, that he - 
has either the Eaſe and Indolence of a Natural Tem- 
r, or is more openly or ſecretly indulging the Ex- 
ceſſes of Wrath and Revenge, of Envy and Malice: 
Inſtead of Aungering and thinſting after Righiteonſneſs, 
that his moſt ſolicitous Inquiries have manifeſtly been, 
what ſhall 1 eat or drink, or wherewithall ſhall I be 
A oe 2 cloatled? 
'(s) Mat. v. 3. (t) v. 4. (u) v. 5. (w) v. 6. 


(*) * 72 8. 


t 
| 


. 


j 
oF 
\ 
{ 


Am t in CarisT or not ? — <d- 


chathed? Inftead of the Merciful Temper, that his 
tendereſt Mercies have been Cruelty, if not to the Bodies, 
at leaſt to the Souls of thoſe around him: And in- 
ſtead of Purity of Heart, he cannot avoid this Con- 
ſciouſneſs, that his Heart has entertained unclean 
Thoughts and Affections, nor was ever diſpleaſed with 
their coming-in, or their Stay there. Thus the farther 
he goes in his Self-Examination, the more apparent- 
ly the Promiſes 8 a Curſe to him, rather than a 
Bleſing, becauſe he is altogether deſtitute of the pe- 
culiar Characteriſtics to which the Promiſes are made. 
In this Manner every Promiſe, whether of a more 
general, or a more particular Kind and Nature, has 
a molt manifeſt Tendency to produce the Satisfaction, 
fo much deſired by the true Chrifian concerning his 
Intereſt in Chrift;- and alſo the Self-Condemnation -- 
which is equally neceſſary for the Nominal Chriſtian. 
But if the One is not this Way to be attained, neither 
is the Other, And if this was the Caſe, it might 
well be aſked, to what End has God given his People 
ſo many great and precious Promiſes ? Fs it their Defign- 
to diſtribute Bleſſings promiſcuouſly ? Or rather like 
the Cloud in the Wilderneſs, is not their bright Side 
towards {/rael, at the ſame Time that they ſpread - 
Darkneſs before the Egyptian! Certainly, where they 
meet not. with the Heirs of Promiſe, there they are 
turned into dreadful Curſes. God him/elf formed the 
Earth, he made, it, he hath eftabliſhed it, he created it 
not in uain, he formed it to be inlabitad. Neither hath - 
he ſpoke his Promiſes in wain. Nor ſhall his People 
in vain ſeek their peculiar Support and Comfort from 
them. There is Nothing the Bleſſed God more re- 
ſents, than with Lies to make the Heart of the Righteous ' 
fad, whom he hath not made ſad; and to ſtrengthen the 
Hand, of the Wicked, that he ſhould not return from his 
avicked Way, by promiſing him Life(y). Is not the 
Spirit of God, both he Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit 
&f Promiſe ﬀ— Thus, from the evident Tendency of 
5 | Scrip- 

(y) Ezek, xii, 22. r 
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Seripture-Promiſes, we are naturally led farther to 
argue, | 


3. That any Man may know whether he has an 
Intereſt i» Chrif, or not, ** becauſe this Know- 
*© ledge has ſuch a peculiar Concern with the 
Character and Offices of the Holy Spirit 
„% both as a Reprover and a Comforter.” 


Our bleſſed Lord expreſsly told his Diſciples, Ia 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com for- 
ter, that he may abide with you for ever: Even the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, becauſe 
it feeth him not, neither knoweth him e but ye know him, 
for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you (z). This 
he ſaid, partly, to comfort them in the mournful Ex- 
pectation of his being ſhortly ſeparated from them; 
and partly, to encourage and animate them to mani- 
feſt their Lowe to him by keeping his Commandments, to 
which he had juſt before been exhorting them. And 
what he promiſes hall abide with them for ever, can- 
not juſtly be confined to their own Perſons ; but muſt 
be interpreted as extending to all his obedient Dif- 
ciples in all Ages. Accordingly the Apoſtle Paul 
tells the Saints at Epheſus, after that ye believed in 
Chriſt, ye were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe 
(a). And to the Romans the ſame Apoſtle ſays, ye 
hawe not receized the Spirit of Bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs 
with bur Spirit, that wwe are the Children of God. And 
if Children then Heirs ; Heirs of God, and Foint-Heirs 
avith Chriſt (b). He had a little before given them 
this, as his own Experience, the Lowe of God is ſhed 
abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given 
unto us (c). And afterward, that all of them might 
happily experience the ſame, he earneſtly prays, my 


7 l (z) John xiv, 16, 17. (a) Epheſ. i. 13. 
1b) Rom vii. 15— 77. % Rom, v. 5. 
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the God of Hope fill you with all Foy and Peace in Be- 
lieving, that ye may abound in Hope, through the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt (d). In the 1 of the Chap- 
ter to which the Text belongs, he reſolves all his de- 
lightful Views of re Jongg een into the 
comforting Influences of the Holy Spirit. We know, 
ſays he, that if our earthly Houſe of this T abernacle 
vere diſſol ved, we have a Building of God, an Houſe 
not made with Handi, eternal in the Heavens. Now Te 
that hath wrought us for the felf-ſame Thing, is God, who 
alſo hath giver unto us the Earneft of the Spirit. There-' 
fore we are always confident ; willing rather to be ab. 
ſent from the Body, and to be preſent with the Lord (e). 
And to ſhew that the Holy Spirit was given to'others, 
for the ſame happy Purpoſes, he not only reminds his 
Converts at Ephe/as, that the Spirit with which iA 
avere ſealed, was the Earneſt of their Inheritance, untill 
the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion ; but he alſo- 
ſolemnly warns them, not to grieve the holy Spirit of 
God, 8 they auere ſealed unto the Day of Reuemp- 
tion | | 

Te mould alſo be obſerved, that, as Conviction of 
Sin always goes before divine Conſolation, for this 
Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord expreſsly declares, concern- 
ing the Comforter, whom he promiſes to ſend, that 
zollen He is come, he will reprove the World of Sin (g). 
But in vain does the Holy Spirit ſuſtain ſuch Offices, 
if in Conſequence of his convincing Power, Sinners 
may not as clearly know that they have not yet an 
Intereſt in Chrif, as Saints be enabled by his com- 
forting Inftuences to conclude that their Intereſt in 
Chriſt is well grounded. | 
On the whole, as we reaſoned concerning the 'evt- 
dent Teendency of Scripture-Promiſes, ſo we muſt in 
the preſent Caſe If neither real nor nominal Chrifs 
tians can attain ſufficient Evidence of their Intereſt in 
\Ckri/, or their Want of it, then Chrif has promiſe& 

7 ; B 5 | 'this- 
(d) Rom, xv. 13. e) 2 Cor. v. 1, 5, 6, % 

4) Epheſ, i. 14. iv. 20, 9 „ e ' 
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this divine Reprover and Comforter in vain ; and in 
vain does an Apoſtle talk of the Conſolations of the 
Spirit, as experienced, either by himſelf, or others. 
Were we to conſider, ©* what Hand the Spirit of God 
has in this Work, aſſiſting us in the Knowledge of 
_*© ourſelves, and in Order to an Aſſurance of our 
good State; it is certain,” ſays a pious and judi- 
cious Divine, „he indited and formed a Rule b 
„which we muſt examine: He is the Author of thoſe 
% oracious Habits and Acts, in which our Conformi- 
** ty to the Rule confiſts: He helps us in the Exer- 
* ciſe of Grace: He ſometimes, no doubt, ſhines-in 
„ upon the Mind, enlightens, and, as it were com- 
* ments upon his own Work, makes it diſcerned and 
** underſtood : He may ſometimes aſſiſt in making 
the Concluſion ; embolden the Chriſtian to deter- 
1% mine in Favour of himſelf, which his great Modeſ- 
ty, Humility, and Timorouſneſs made him ſhy of 
« doing. Nor will I deny but he may ſometimes, 12 
* an immediate authoritative Manner, interpoſe and 
* decide the Queſtion, that. has * been depending 
in the Mind, in Favour of the Believer. I aſſert 
Nothing here, neither will I deny this is ever the 
Caſe. His more ordinary Method is to witne/7 
with our Spirit, that we are the Children of Ged. 
But he may poſſibly, on Special Occaſions, that re- 
uire it, witneſs zo them, without much of their 
Ae in the Work: As when the more me- 
lancholy Chriſtian, that dare ſcarce entertain a 
good Thought of himſelf, or any Thing he doth, 
his been long poring upon himſelf, and is till be- 
wildered, involved in Darkneſs and Fears, the Di- 
vine Spirit may, at ſuch a Time, through a ſpecial 
Difpenſation of Grace and Favour, come-in to his 
Aﬀiſtance ;. fpeak Peace, rex and 'make a 
% Decifion in his Favour. t this we are not to 
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* Bent s Chriſtian Oratory, Part I. Chap, II. 888. XI 
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dence in the ordinary Way.“ Once more, 
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4. We. may ſarely and comfortably argue from 
« the Experience of Multitudes, who have 
© obtained for themſelves a ſatisfatory Evie 
„ dence of their Intereſt in Chrift,” . 


With what appropriating Confidence does our A- 
poſtle declare his own Intereſt in the Love of Chri/t, 
when he ſays, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me 
ch)? How peaceful is the Reflection he makes on all 
his paſt Ingagements to Chris? I know whom I have 
believed, and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep that 
aohich I have committed to him againſt that Day (i). 
And, becauſe he ſaw that Day approaching, how is 
he tranſported with the Proſpect, and even anticipates 
the Triumph? 7 have fought a good Fight, I have 
finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith; Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them that love his ap- 
gearing (k). Glorious and well-conducted Triumph! 
He takes Care to ſhew, that ſuch joyful Proſpects be- 
yond the Grave were far from being peculiat to him- 
felf. It is moſt unreaſonable to imagine he would* 
put ſuch a Stumbling-Block in the Way of his Fellow- 
Chriſtians, as muſt naturally ariſe from his expreſ- 
fing ſuch Satisfaction concerning an Aſſurance of his. 
own Perſonal Intereſt in Crit, if none could attains 
it but himſelf, or a few of his diſtinguiſhed Rank. 
Wiſely does he make. it tha Characteriſtic, 'not 'of 
Apoftles, but of Chriſtians, to love the. laſt appearing” 
o Chrift. And therefore to all true Chriſtians is the 

xhortation addreſſed by another Apoſtle, 2 be lo- 
ing for, and haſtening unto, the Coming of the Day 'of 
God (1), as to them an Event, not of Terror, but De- 
light; which will fulfill their Hopes, and complete 
their ſoy; and to which they ſhould tend, with ſucks 
grdent Deſires, and ſtrong Emotions of Soul, as long 
N | | abſent 
{h) Gal. ji, 20. (i) 2 Tim. 5, 22. (k)—iv, 7, 8. 
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abſent Friends do to a pleaſing Interview. Nor were 
ſuch Exhortations given in vain, ſince it appears by 
a Teſtimony not to be diſputed, that Multitudes of 
common Chriſtians c, joyfully the Spriling e their 
Goods, knowing in ne that they had in Heaven a 
Vetter and an enduring Subſtance (my. Not only Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſfors ; but innumerable others, whoſe 
Faith was never brought to the fiery Tryal, have ne- 
vertheleſs lived and died with fſatisfaQtory Evidence of 
their own Perſonal Intereſt in Chrif. ** Nor do I 
apprehend,” ſays the excellent Writer juſt now refer- 
red to, Knowledge of our State, (call it A/urance 
if you pleaſe) ſo uncommon and extraordinary a 
«© Thing as ſome are apt to imagine; underſtand by 
Aſſurance a fatisfaftory Evidence of the Thing, 
„ ſuch as excludes all reaſonable Doubts, and diſ- 
«*«. quitting Fears of the contrary; though it may be, 
„% not all tranfient Suſpicions and Jealouſies. Such an 
Aſſurance and Certainty Multitudes have attained, 
„and enjoy the Comfort of; and indeed it is of ſo 
high Importance, that it is a Wonder any thought- 
„ful Chriſtian, that believes an Eternity, can be 
« eaſy one Week or Day without it *.”—ls it won- 
derful that any thoughtful Chriftian ſhould be eaſy 
one Week or Day, without the ſatisfactory Evidence 
of his Perſonal Intereſt in Chrif ? Does Scripture and 
Experience abundantly prove, that this Satisfaction is 
attainable? What then ſhall we ſay, or think of Mul- 
titudes, who live and die, without ever attaining it? 
Therefore in Order to open a more diſlin& View, to 
all nominal Chriftians, of their unjuſt Claims to an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt; and to all true Chri//ians, of their 
very different Attainments in the divine Life, we 


mould proceed, 


Thirdly, Vo point out ſome of the Reaſons, why 
many Perſons never know whether they have an In- 
- tereſt in CA or not; but this we ſhall do in the 
next Diſcourſe. 2 f "BR 
| on £ | SERMON 
(n) Heb. z. 3. aue, ibs page 368, 56g. 
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SERMON II. 


> 
GRAND INQUIRY, &c 


n 
* 1 — 


2 CortnTHIANS v. 17. firſt Part. 
Therefore if any Man be in Chrift —— 


12 M HAVE read of a certain Prince's Ser- 
1 1 « vant, whoſe Fidelity and Diligence 


© promiſed to give him whatever he would 
KAN 60 ow It $9 ed the Servant fell fick, 
« and was near Death. In his Extremity he earneſt. 
& ly requeſted a Viſit from his Prince, who bein 
4 come to his Bed Side, aſked, what he deſired of 
4c him? The Servant begged that he might not die, 
e but live /me Years longer. The Prince told him 
„ he muſt aſk ſomething elſe, for that was not in his 
„ Power, The Servant then begs to live ane Year, 
or 


3 


„wers ſo pleaſing to his Maſter, that he 
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& or one Month, and at laſt if it was but one Day. 
« The Prince continued to tell him, that what he 
cc aſked was quite out of his Power to grant, and that 
5 he muſt aſk. Money, or Preferment, or Phyſic, or 
ce other Things that were in his Power. But the 
« Servant replied, that he needed neither Money, 
« nor Preferment, nor Phyſic, for none of theſe could 
« prolong his Life one Day; and therefore, ſince he 
4 could not prolong his Life, he begged of him the 
% Aſſurance of his Salvation, that, if he muſt die, he 
„ might dic in Peace and with Aſſurance to be ſaved, 
% This Demand very much aMiRed the Prince, who 
„ told him, that his Salvation depended upon the 
« Grace of God, and conſequently was not in his 
« Power to promiſe, much lefs to give. The difap- 
« pointed Servant, turning from his Prince to the 
«© Wall, cryed out, in great Diſtreſs, O Wretch that 
&« am] Have Þ ſpent all my Life in ſerving a Ma/- 
« fer, that is not able to aſſiſt me in my greateſt Need; 
&« mot /o much as to give me one Hour's Life? I will 
& n longer ſerve a Maſter fo impotent. Upon this be 
« ſblemnly vowed to God, / he would reſtore him to 
« Health, he would ſerve God only, and mind the Con- 
« cerns of his Soul, and give himſelf up to a Lord, 
% dae was able to give him eternal Life, It pleaſed 
« (God to reſtore him to Health, and for ſome Years 
* he lived a holy Life, and at laſt died comforta- 
« bly,” Let this Story teach us, that zo am wwe 
yield ourſelves Servants to obey, his Servants aue are to 
«whom we obey; whether of Sin unto Death; or ef O- 
bedience, unto Righteouſneſs (n). Therefore let not any 
of us ſtay, *till a Death-Bed convince us of our Need 
of ſerving Chrif, and fecuring an Iatereſt in him. 
Rather let each of us now be ſaying, in all the Vig- 
our of Health, Am 7 ſerving Chrift ? Am I intereſted 
in him? To aſſiſt us in a Concern of ſuch infinite 
Importance, we have | 

Firſt,” Explained the grand Inquiry, what it is for 
any Man 10 b in Chriſt and, Secondlys 

e ( Rom, vi, 10. 
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Secondly, Have proved, that any Man may know 
whether he has an Intereſt in Chri/?, or not; by Ar- 
guments drawn from the Manner in which the divine 
Oracles direct us to attain this Knowledge—the evi- 
dent Tendency of Scripture-Promiſes to produce it. 
the peculiar Concern it has with the Characters and 
Offices of the Holy Spirit, as a Reprover and Comfor- 
ter —and the Experience of Multitudes by whom it 
has been adually attained, We are now, 


Thirdly, To point out ſome of the Reaſons, why 
many Perſons never know whether they have 
an Iutereſt in Crit or not. 


A very imperfect Acquaintance with the Chriſtian 
World will enable us to obſerve, that this is owing. 
to one or other of the following Cauſes; either. 
groſs Ignorance of the Truths of the Goſpel ; or, 
total Neglect of eternal Concerns ; or,—the cheriſh 
ing ſome criminal Paſſion ; or,—a Recourſe to falſe 
Evidences ; or, —unwarily re Limits to the 
Operations of the Spirit of God; or, —not applying 
divine Promiſes; or, —not coming to the Lord's Ta- 
ble. The/e Cauſes are each of them of a Moral Na- 
ture, and therefore are eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed from 
«thers, which are either Natural or Supernatural ; 
ſuch as Melancholy, the Buffetings of Satan, and di- 
vine Deſertions, Concerning theſe laſt, it ſhould ba 
carefully obſerved, that they certainly are the great 
Afiitions of thoſe that are exerciſed with them; but 
are by no Means to be eſteemed their Guilt, And 
even where theſe Ia are blended with the former, as 
is not unuſual, they tend in Proportion to their De- 
gree of Influence, to diminiſh, rather than agora- 
vate the Guilt ariſing from Moral Cauſes. And con- 
ſequently, if there be any here, whoſe Want of ſatif- 
factory Evidence of their Intereſt in Chrift is merch) 
owing to a melancholy Conftitution, or to Satan's Buf. 
"fetings, or to divine Defertions, they may aſſure Er 
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Worthineſs, their good Meanings, and Performances, 
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ſelves that the following Particulars are not deſigned 
to charge them with the leaſt Guil:, | 


1. There are many in the Chriſtian World, 
whoſe Want of knowing whether they have 
an Intereſt in Chri/t, or not, may be aſcribed 
to their “ groſs Ignorance of the Truths of 
„the Goſpel.” 


That Ignorance is the Source of unnumbered and 
moſt fatal Miſchiefs to the Souls of Men is paſt doubt. 
Therefore the Lord complains, my People are deſtroyed 


for Lack of Knowledge (0). For the ſame Reaſon the 


Goſpel is ſent to the Nations, to open their Eyes and 
to turn them from Darkne/s to Light (p). But nothing 
can more exalt our Ideas of the Importance of Know- 
ledge, than to hear our bleſſed Lord pleading with 
his Father, in Behalf of his Diſciples, this is Life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 


and Teſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent (q). But though 


Knowledge is ſo neceſſary to conſtitute the Chriſtian's 
Character, and be his ſure Guide in the Way te 
eternal Life; yet alas! what Ignorance of the moſt 
important Truths of the Goſpel 1s there in the Chrif- 
tian World? There are Multitudes of nominal Chriſ- 
tians that never obtain any diſtinct Conceptions,—of 
the Sinfulneſs of Sin ;—the Miſery of an unpardoned 
State: — the Worth of a Saviour ;—or, the Nature 
and Neceſſity of Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Fe as Chrit. Unhappy Souls! 
They are baptized ; but live, and die, without know- 
ing, without inquiring, to what valuable End their 
Baptiſm ſerves ! They go through a Circle of religi- 
ous Services, on which might propetly be written, 7s 
the unknown God (r). They hope all is well with them 
but their Hope is centered in themſelves, in their own 


bay” 
(o) Hol. iv. 6. '(p) Acts xxvi, 18. „ 
(4) Jehn xvii. 3. ( Acts xvii, 23, 
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but not in Chriſt; and conſequently it is an unſerip- 
tural Hope, utterly inſufficient to be the Re and Re- 
poſe of an immortal Soul. The Bed it ſhorter than 
that a Man can ſtretch himſelf on it, and the Covers 
ing narrower than that he can wrap himſelf in it (s). 
Whilſt they are ignorantly cheriſhing their falſe Hope, 
it aſtoniſhes them to be told, that a Per/onal Intereſt 
iu Chriſt is neceſſary to Salvation, and may be certain- 
ly known ; and, according to their Cuſtom of e- 
ing Evil of the T hings that they underſtand not (t), they 
are not afraid to pronounce this a Thing impoſſible. 
Whilſt they flatter themſelves, that rey are rich, and 
increaſed with Goods, and have Need of Nothing to ren- 
der their ſpiritual State better; they know not tat 
they are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked (u). Such is the Chriſtianity of Multi- 
tudes! Awful State and Condition ! Their Ignorance 
of the Truths of the Goſpel renders them utterly in- 
capable of giving a determinate Anſwer to the grand 
Inquiry, Am 1 in Chrift, or not? ; 


2. A total Neglect of eternal Concerns,” is 
another obvious Reaſon, why Multitudes ne- 
ver know whether they have an Intereſt in 
Chriſt, or not. 


There is no doubt but groſs Ignorance is frequent- 
ly the Cauſe of this Negligence. But, alas! where 
Testes itſelf abounds, this Neglect of eternal 
Concerns 1s too often moſt lamentably prevalent. 
Many are the profeſſing Chriſtians, who excell in 
every natural and acquired Endowment of Mind; 
who are bleſſed with all the Advantages of Genius 
and Education; and to whoſe Conception and Ex- 
preſſion the great Truths of the Goſpel are plain and 
eaſy. But, with all this ſpeculative Knowledge, and 
diſtinguithed Furniture for religious Diſpute, what 
lamentable Proofs are they daily giving, that eternal 

| | | Concerns 

(s) Iſai, xxviii, 20, (t) 2 Pet. ii. 12. (u) Rev. iii. 17. 
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Concerns are the fartheſt from their ſerious Thought 
and Care ? How inceſſantly are they mating Prowifion 
For the Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſis thereof (W)? T heir God is 
'#heir Belly, their Glory is in their Shame, they mind earthly 
Things (x), Theſe are the many that perpetually /ay, 
"who will ſhew us any Good (y) ? The God of this World 
hath ſo blinded their Minds (z), and hardened their 
Hearts, that whilſt they profeſs to know God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he has fent ; yet in Works they deny both 
the Father and the Son, being abominable and diſobedient, 
and unto every good Work ret robate (a). That a Man 
cannot be profited," if he ſhould gain the whole World, 
and laſe his own Soul (b), is what they approve in Spe- 
culation : But view their Practice, and all eternal Things 
are Trifles with them, whilſt the Things of Time and 


Segſe are 2 Important. How can ſuch Chri/ 


_ tians as'theſe Aiſgover their Intereſt in Chri#, when it 


is impoſſible they ſhould, have it, ſo long as they 
continue ſuch ? How much more likely are they, to 
die with a Lye in their right Hand (c) And, when it 
is too late, have the Veil taken from their Eyes, their 
Hopes vaniſh away for ever, and the Saviour whom 
they ſlighted, pronounce their dreadful Doom, 7 tell 
vou, I know you not whence ye are, depart from me all 
ye Workers of Iniquity (d)? 8 


3. Others are prevented from certainly knowing 
whether they have an Intereſt in Chr; ,: or not, 
by cheriſhing ſome criminal Paſſion,” 


Such Chriſtians there are, who are neither greatly 
ignorant of the Truths of the Goſpel, nor totally neg- 
.ligent of eternal Concerns: They have ſo much 
.Knowledge and Zeal as render their religious Pro- 
feſſion reputable : And, perhaps, they are poiſeſſed of 
ſome low Degree of real Viety, But, whilit ſuch look 


49/44 88 with 
()]) Rom, xiii, 14, (x) Phil. iii. 19. (y) Pfalm iv. 6. 
(2) 2 Cor. iv. 4. (a) Titus i. 16. (b) Mat. xvi. 26. 


(c) Lai. zliv.. 20, (d Luke xiii, 27. 
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with Abhorence upon all the more open and aggra- 
vated Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, they either 
indulge to anxious Cares for the Morrow ; or to in- 
ordinate Deſires after worldly Enjoyments, and ſen- 
ſual Gratifications; or they are often falling into the 
Exceſs of Anger, and other 23 and diſorderly 
Affections; or their Devotion is ſuffered to grow cold 
and formal, though they cannot forget its ſtated Re- 
turns; or they are expreſſing their Conformity to a 
degenerate Age and World (e), beyond the juſt Limits 
of a holy Conwer/ation, and circum/pet Walking, It is 
almoſt impoſſible to mention all the Symptoms of a 
little Faith (f); or point out every Step by which 
true Chriſtians may leave their fit Love (g). But, 
wherever the divine Life is in this feeble languiſhin 
State, do not wonder if the Comfort of it be loſt wit 
its Vigour, and the Evidence: of Grace be rendered 
doubtful and obſcure amidſt ſo many Blots and 
Blemiſhes. If our Hearts condemn us not, then have wwe 
Confidence towards Gd (h). If therefore our Hearts 
condemn us for cheriſhing what is apparently criminal, 
what hath the Appearance of being evil, or what we 
cannot but ſuſpe& to be ſo, our Confidence towards 
God will totter and fail, and our Evidence of an In« 
terelt in Cri, will be proportionably defective. 


4. There are ſome ſerious Chriſtians, who hinde? 
their own ſatisfatory View of an Intereſt in 


Chrift by a Recourſe to falſe Evidences.” _ 


It is well known that the Generality of Chriſtleſs 
Sinners, ſo far as they attempt to form any Judgment 
of their own ſpiritual State, uſually have Recourſe to 
falſe Evidences; and therefore receive in themſelves 
that Recompenſe of their Error which is meet (i). Both 
the greſh ignorant, and the totally negligent; are prone 
to fix their falſe Hopes of an I elk in Chrif on 
c | Evidences 
le) Rom. xii, 2, (f) Mat, vii. 26, (g) Rev. ii. 4. 

(h) 1 John iii, 27, (i) Rom. i. 27. 
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Evidences that are equally falſe; ſuch as, —their 
Chriſtian Name ;—their Baptiſm ;—their partaking 
of the Lord's Supper ;—their ſpeculative Knowledge, 
and other ſpiritual Gifts ;—their Zeal for a peculiar 
Form of Worſhip, or Scheme of Doctrine ;—their 
decent and conſtant Attendance upon religious Du- 
ties ;—their being deſcended from pious Anceſtors ; 
—their good Education ;—their Freedom from open 
Imtnoralties ;=-or their having had ſome tranſient 
Convictions of Conſcience, with Reſolutions for, and 
ſome Progreſs in, the Reformation of their Lives. 
No ſerious Chriſtian can be 3 (pay to be in much 
Danger of deceiving himſelf, a Recourſe to Evi- 
dences ſo manifeſtly falfe as theſe are. If ſuch a one 
hinders his own ſatisfactory View of his Intereſt in 
 Chrift, by applying to Evidences that may be deno- 
minated falſe, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that the Fraud 
is of a more refined Nature, and of a leſs dangerous 
Tendency. 

Perhaps ſerious Chriſtians are ſuſpecting they have 
no real Intereſt in C riß, ** becauſe they are not 
« perfectly holy.” In this Caſe they do not duly 
conſider, nor clearly diſcern, the wide Difference be- 
tween their a/lowing no Sin, and their being /inle/5. 
They vainly expect, their Conflicts with Corrup- 
tions and Temptations ſhall ceaſe, before they get 
to Heaven. They forget, that Sanctification re is 
but i» Part, and not in Perfedian; Fhough more 
perfect in fome, than in others, yet imperfect in 
all: That it is not a Work to be performed all at 
once, but gradually; and therefore the Path of the Juſt 
is compared to the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfett Day (k). They do not diſtinguiſh 
between Sanctification, and 7u/tification 5 that though 
both begin with Faith in Chrift, yet the latter does 
not admit of different Degrees, like the former : That 
though Believers are ſanctiſied gradually; yet they 
are juſtified immediately ; That Juſtification is complete 

11 
(K) Prov, iv, 18, - 
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in them all; at the ſame Time that they er /ite. 
one Star from anotlier in the Degrees of their Sancti- 
fication (I). Or, in other Words, they ſhould” re- 
- member, that being waſhed, and ſunctiſied, and juſti- 
fied, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
F our God (m), they need not doubt the Acceptance 
of their /incere though imper/e# Obedience. 
Sometimes ſerious Chriſtians are ready to conclude 
they have no Intereſt in Chri/, ** becauſe their Pray- 
« ers are not immediately anſwered.” But did not 
ſuch a Saint as David, cry, how long wilt thou for- 
get me, O Lord, for ever (n)? Did not ſuch an Apoltle 
as Paul bejeech the Lord thrice (0), without obtaining 
the Removal of his particular Complaint? Is it not 
our 1rfirmity, if we expect more than God has pro- 
miſed? Or if we doubt of his Goodneſs and Mercy, 
his Truth and Faithfulneſs, merely becauſe we have 
not the Anſwer of our Prayers in a Way, or Time, 
that is not good for us ? 
Again, the Fears of ſerious Chriſtians, concerning 
their Intereſt in C/r//?, are often excited by obſery- 
ing, that their Affections are not at all Times 
« equally lively and ſpiritual.” They do not ſuffi- 
ciently conſider the great Impropriety and Inconve- 
nience of judging of their ſpiritual State by the 
changeable Poiture of their Affections. None ever ex- 
celled David for a devotional Temper, yet we find 
him complaining, my Soul cleawveth to the Duſt, and 
conſequently praying, Lord, quicken thou me accordin 
- to thy Word (p). Though the Afe4ons are ever 55 
variable, yet if the Baut and Inclination of the Will is 
unalterably fixed, for God and Chrift, for Heaven 
and Holineſs, there is a ſufficient Evidence of an In- 
- tereſt in Criſt. 
And perhaps there is not any one falſe Evidence of 
an Intereſt in Chr;/? more frequently made Uſe 2 by 
\ Serious 


(1) x Cor. xv. 41, (m) 1 Cor, vi. 11. 
p n) Pſalm xiii. 1. (0) 2 Cor, xii, 8. 
(p) Pſalm cxix, 25, 
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ſerious Perſons, to their great Prejudice, than ** G m- 
«« paring themſelves with others, without conſiderin 
„the gieat Difference of Circumſtances.” Becauſe 
they fall ſhort of the Piety and Zeal of Prophets, or > 
Apoſtles; or find themſelves very unequal to ſome 
eminent Saints, whoſe Lives they have read; whoſe" 
Educations, and Spheres of Action were widely dif- 
ferent from their own ; and of whoſe Infirmities and 
Failings, little or Nothing is ſaid, that ought to 
have been ſaid, therefore they are apt to overlook 
and undervalue whatever God has done for their own 
Souls, and even to conclude themſelves utterly deſti- 
1 tute of a divine Life and Temper. It was to prevent 
: the fatal Influence, which this Reaſoning might have 
| upon Chriſtians, when called to pray with, and for, 
I their afflicted Brethren, that the Apoſtle James re- 
[ minds ſuch of the imperfe& Character of the Prophet 
| Elijah. Elias, ſays he, was a Man ſubject to like 
\ Paſſions as we are, yet his Prayers were crowned with 
| 


remarkable Succeſs (g). He would therefore have 


them to infer, that, if they compared the Succeſs of 
| their own Prayers with the greater Succeſs of EIijal's, 
| they ſhould alſo be ſo juſt to themſelves as to com- 
pare their Infirmities with his; that whilſt his Prayers 
q diſcourage them, his Infirmities may give them ſuit- 
| able Relief. 
By a Recourſe to ſuch falſe Evidences as theſe, and 
many more that might be mentioned, truly pious Souls 
are often interrupting their own Peace, even to ſuch 
a Degree, as to render the moſt plain and obvious, © 
the moſt rational and ſcriptural Solutions utterly in- 
effectual to reſtore and confirm it. 9 | 


5. Other ſerious Chriſtians darken their Views 
of an -Intereſt in Chu, by unwarily pre- 
«© ſcribing Limits to the Operations of the 
„Spirit of God.“ 


Their 
( James v. 17, 18. 
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Their incautious and very miſtaken Manner of rea- 
ſoning is to this Effect; “ Alas! we have no ſatiſ- 
«* factory Evidence of our Intereſt in Chrift, for—our 
_ «« ſerious Impreſſions did not begin ſoon enough in 
„ Life; — we are not able, like others, to determine 
«« the particular Time, Occaſions, and Means, of our 
© Converſion ;—had the Work of true Converſion 
been ever wrought in us, our Sorrow for Sin would 
* have been deeper ;—our Fears of Hell would have 
© been more alarming ;—a Senſe of the Wrath of 
God would have filled us with greater Horror and 
% Agony of Spirit;—our Apprehenſions of his Love 
„in Fe/us Chrift would have been more tender and 
«« melting ;—our Conflits with Corruptions and 
„% Temptations would have been ſharper, more vari- 
„ ous, and of longer Continuance ;—and no Doubt 
«« we ſhould have equalled others in divine Graces 
1 and Conſolations. It is too apparent, that our 
«« Chriſtianity is only a Name: We have the Form 
« of Godline/s, without the Power; and our Diſeaſe 
« will ſcarcely admit of a Remedy.” Thus the Ope- 
rations of a divine Spirit, through the malicious Sug- 
geſtions of the Spirit of Darkneſs, are miſrepreſented 
and diſguiſed. Alas! inſtead of a Heart inlarged 
with Thankfulneſs, in the Contemplation of ſuch har- 
monious and beautiful Variety, fo viſible in the gra- 
cious Operations of the Spirit of God; the deceived 
Soul is ſwallowed up in Murmuring and Diſcontent, 
and tormented with Anxiety and Deſpair, How ef- 
fectually would ſuch Operations be vipdicated, and 
the Comfort of the ſanctified Soul be ſpeedily re- 
ſtored, if the Apoſtle's Reaſoning was well attended 
to; There are Diver/ities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit: 
and there are Diver/ities of Operations, but it is the 
Jame God which worketh all in ali (r). It is the ſame- 
divine Agent, which adapts his Manner of Operati- 
on to the Difference of natural 'Fempers, Education, + 
and a Variety of other Circumſtances belonging to 
ifferent 

(r) 1 Gor, xii, 4—6, | 
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different Perſons. To awaken ſome notorious Sin- 
ners, he ſeems to ride in the Whirlwind, To im- 
impreſs others, of a different Character, he comes 
ſefily, and with a fil! Voice. One is brought to 
Chrif in the Anguiſh of over-whelming Sorrows. 
Another is owercome with Lowe, and therefore ſoon 
burits forth into Songs of Joy and Gratitude. Souls, 
recovered from groſs Ignorance, and a long Courſe of 
open Prophaneſs and Impiety, may determine the 
Place, the Time, and the Manner of their Conver- 
ſion: While thoſe, of a better Education, and a 
more regular. Conduct, are prays led to Chriſt, 
they know not how; only upon calm Reflection they 
can ſay, whereas we were once blind, now we /ce. 
But, 


6. It is to be feared the Perplexity of moſt ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians, concerning their Intereſt in 
Chrift, is chiefly owing to“ their not making 
«© a more particular Application of divine 
«© Promiſes.” | 


The Promiſes are Heaven's kind, unchangeable In- 

gagements to communicate Happineſs to truly peni- 
tent and believing Sinners. They are indited by zhe 
Spirit of Truth, the Comforter (s), who is therefore 
ſtiled the holy Spirit of Promiſe (t). They are con- 
firmed by the Oath of God, that by two ſuch immuta- 
ble Things, his Promiſe and his Oath, in which it was 
ampeſſible for God to lie, wwe might have ſtrong Conſo- 
lation (u). They are ſealed with the Blood of Chriſt 
(w), have ſuch an immediate Reference to him, and 

are fo compleatly accompliſhed in him, that there- 
fore all the Promiſes of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen (x). They are the Foundation of our Faith 
and Hope, and the Charter of our ſpiritual Privi- 
ledges, They are Bills drawn- upon the Bank: of 
Heaven, 


(5) John xv. 26. (t) Epef, i. 13. (u) Heb, vi. 27, 18. 
(w) Luke xxii, 20, (x) 2 Cor. i. 20, 
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Heaven, which God, by all the Perfections of his 
Nature, and all the Ingagements of his Covenant, is 
obliged to honour. They are a Treaſure, exceeding 
great and precious (y), beyond all Eſtimation. 

We may properly be ſaid to apply divine Promiſes 
to ourſelves, when we value them as our beſt Trea- 
ſure; when we venture our All upon them ; when 
we are anxious to know our perſonal Intereſt in them; 
when we give them the beſt Place in our Meditations ; 
and when we often plead them in Prayer, eſpeciall 
under all our Burthens of conſcious Guilt and Pollu- 
tion, and in Seaſons of Affliction and Temptation. 
This is the Way to honour God, whoſe Promiſes they 
are, and the Redeemer, by whoſe Blood they are 
ſealed ; and conſequently it is the moſt effectual Way 
to ſecure Peace to our own Souls, Why elſe doth 
the Prophet ſay, T hou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, 
whoſe Mind is ftayed on thee; becauſe he truſteth in 
thee (2)? Was not this the Way in which Adraham's 
Faith diſcovered both its excellent Nature and happy 
Tendency ? He flaggered not at the Promiſe of God, 
through Unbelief; but was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory 
to God (a). 13 

There are indeed many humble pious Souls, who 
are very unjuſtly condemning ä — for their ne- 
glect of divine Promiſes, and their Want of Faith in. 
them. But the real Cauſe of their Complaint ſeems to 
be, not their Want of due Regard to divine Promiſes, 
but their unhappily miſtaking the Nature of Faith, 
and ſuppoſing there can be no true Faith without 4/- 
/urance. To believe in Chri/t for Salvation, is, ** ſach 
a Perſuaſion that he is the Saviour of Sinners, and 
* ſuch a Deſire and Expectation of the Bleilings 
Which he has in his Goſpel promiſed to his Peo- 
„ ple, as ingages the Soul to fix its Dependence 
* _ him, and ſubject itſelf to him in all the Ways 
*..of holy Obedience.“ And certainly there are 
many who thus believe, - tho? they are not fully per- 
C ſuaded 
» (y) a Pet. i, 4. (z) Iſal. Xvi. 3. (a) Rom, iv, 20. 
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ſuaded of their perſonal Intereſt in Chris“. Many 
have the Truth of Grace, tho* for a Time they want 
the Comfort of it, Such are apt to be full of Fears 
about their own Sincerity, and raſhly conclude they 
have no Faith, only becauſe they cannot belive them- 
ſelves to be ſincere, 'They ſhould confider, that to 
doubt of their own Sincerity, is not Unbelief: It is 
rather the Godly Fear to which the Apoſtle exhorts ; 
Work out your own Salvation, ſays he, with Fear and 
Trembling (b). And likewiſe, fear, leſt a Promiſe be- 
ing left us of entering into his Reſt, any of you ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it (c). So that while humble pious 
Souls -only doubt their own Sincerity, they are not 
diſtruſting God, or Chri/?, but themſelves; and it 
cannot be their Sin to diſtruſt themſelves. While 
they only doubt, whether they have the Qualifications 
a Characteriſtics to which the Promiſes are made, 
they are not neglecting the Promiſes, but are really ap- 1 
lying them. Amidit all their Self-Condemnations, 
would aſk them; do not you value the Promiſes as 
your 7 reaſure? Is not your Dependence upon them, 
more than upon an Arm of Fleſh? Would not you 
give all the World to know your perſonal Intereſt in 
them ? Is not one Promiſe, or another, continually in 
your Thoughts? And are not your Prayers full of 
carneſt Pleadings, that divine Promiſes may be ac- 
compliſhed in your own preſent and future Bleſſed- 
_ neſs ? Be convinced, then, that it is a great and dan- 
gerous Miitake to make Faith to conſiſt in Afarance ; 
or to conclude, that you are neglecting divine P10- 
miſes, when you are only doubting your own Inte: eſt 
in them. This Miſtake of yours might have been 
mentioned under the Head of“ having Recourſe to. 
« falſe Evidences;” But it is never unſeaſonable to 
adminiſter Comfort to pious Mourners, and the Caſe 
is ſo common as to deſerve this particular Notice, 
On the contrary, there are too many Chiriſtians who 
greatly 1in, by neglecting divine Promiſes, and net 
. . 
* See the Appendix. : (b) Phil, ii. 12 (c) Heb. ivy 1, ; 
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applying them as they ought. They are more prone 
— 2 God and Chriſt than themſelves. They 
loſe their Senſe of the Preciouſneſs of the Promiſes, 
and are valuing ſomething elſe as their Treaſure, 
'They are honouring, with their Confidence, the Word 
of mortal Man, more than the Word of the living 
God. They are ſlothful and negligent about their 
Intereſt in Crit, but zealous in ſecuring the Intereſts 
of Time and Senſe. Divine Promiſes are, to them, 
like Things forgotten, and out of Mind. Aad to 
plead them earneſtly, is too little conſiſtent with the 
cold and formal Temper of their Prayers. No won 
der the Faith of ſuch is /;ztle and faggering, ever 
prone to call. in Queſtion the Truth and Faithfulneſs 
of God, and the Power and Grace of Chrift. They 
affront God and Chriſt, by making light of divine 
Promiſes ; and the Indignity 1s juitly reſented, and 
plainly puniſhed, by his /ending Leanneſs into their 
Souls (d). We are once more to obſerve, X 


7. There are a few real Chriſtians, who continue 
in painful Doubt concerning their Intereſt in 
- Chriſt, © for want of coming to his Table,” 


The holy Ordinance: of the Lord's Supper, is too- 
often abuſed and profaned by promiſcuous Admiſſi- 
ons, and too often proſtituted to Purpoſes, that have 
not the leaſt: Connection with the Improvement of 2 
divine Life and Temper. Whilſt zzworthy Commu- 
nicants are too numerous, there are a few ſerious 
Chriſtians, who are kept at a Diſtance from the ſa- 


cred Feaſt, only by their own miſtaken Apprehenſions | 


of their great Unfirne/5 for it. Happy would it be, 
if the Conſciences of the former were deeply con- 
vinced of the Guilt they are contracting, and their 
Minds. were well inſtructed how to eſcape the Con- 
demnation to which they are expoſed! And happy 
for the latter, if their Fears of eating and drinking 
Die,, - Bt | ſacra- 
a Plalm evi, 15. 
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ſacramental Bread and Wine unworthily, were ac- 
companied with the equally rational Fears of diſobey- 
ing their Lord's poſitive Command! To come with 
Fears of Unworthine/s, is the Poſture of humble, and : * 
conſequently of 2vorthy Communicants. But by ſuch 
Fears to be driven from the Diſcharge of an impor- 
tant Duty, is rea/ly committing Sin, to avoid the 4p- 
pearance of Sin. | 
Ye fearful Chriſtians! Are you anxious to diſcern 
your Intereſt in Chri/? 7 Make haſte to obey his Com- 
mand. He has expreſsly commanded, do this in Re- 
membrance of Me. Hope not to obtain Comfort out 
of the Way of Obedience. Firſt obey Cris, and 
then ſee, if ſuch a Maſter can lon neglect thoſe that 
are ſupremely concerned to pleaſe him. Certainly 
this is a more direct and juſtifiable Expedient, for ſcat- 
tering your Fears concerning your Intereſt in Criſ, 
than to reſolve you will ſtay away from the Lord's 
Table, till you can firſt clearly diſcern your Intereſt 
in him. Solid Peace is only to be found in the Way 
of Obedience. 35 
The Requeſt of a dying Friend has always been 
thought ſacred. Such was our Lord's Appointment 
concerning his Supper, It was delivered to his Diſ- 
ciples, with ſuch immediate and ſolemn Reference to 
his Death, te /ame Night in which he was betrayed (e), 
that it may moſt properly be called his dying Requeſt. 
—See what peculiar Notice the blefſed God took of 
a certain Family amongſt the Jews, and what a ſpe- 
cial Bleſſing he AOL upon their Poſterity, only : 
becauſe they had long and punctually performed the 
Requeſt of a dying Father. The Caſe was this, Jona- 
dab the Son of Rechab charged his Sons to drink no Wine 
all their Days, they, their Wives, their Sons, nor their 
Daughters ; nor to build Houſes 65 them to dwell in; 
neither to have Vineyards, nor Fields, nor Seed. mo 


becauſe the Sons of this Fonadab abſolutely refuſe 
to drink Wine, which the Prophet Jeremiah, at the 
: | Com- 
(e) | Cor, ls 23% f 
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Commandment of the Lord, ſet before them, to try 

them; therefore in the midit of the deſolating Judg- 
ments then denounced againſt Juda, and all the In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 
Ifrael ſays, Fonadab the Son of Rechab ſhall uot want 
a Man to ftand before me for ever (f).——No longer 
let the Diſciples of Jeſus live in Diſobedience to Ris 
dying Command. Let even their pious Fears deter- 
mine them to wait upon him in his appointed Way ; 
till they receive his Bleſſing, and rejoice in his Love. 
It now remains to conclude with ſome Conſidera- 
tions, more immediately deſigned, 


Fourthly, To urge all thoſe to make the grand 
Inquiry, am I in Chrift or not, who have hi- 
therto neglected it. 


„ Blefſed Saviour! Teach Men to aſk after Thee, 
Fix their Attention to eternal Things. Excite in 
them earneſt Inquiries after their own Salvation. 
Lord, help them to confider. And, with thy Fin- 
ger, Write upon their Hearts ſach Conſiderations 
* as theſle;”—4n TI in Chri/t, is the moſt neceſſary 
Inquiry we can poſſibly make ;—it is of univerſal 
Concern ;—there is no Inquiry in the World of ſo 
advantageous a Nature ?—there is nothing which Men 
are more tempted by their worſt Enemies to neglect ; 
—or more earneſtly intreated by their beſt Friends to 
regard. 4 | 


1. : Conſider the abſolute Neceſſity of your inquir- 
ing after an Intereſt in Chrift. 


| You know the World is full of Inquiries. Every 
Man flatters himſelf that his own, whatever that be, 
is the moſt neceſſary. Indeed, ſuch are the miſtaken 
Apprehenſions which Men are forming of the Ob- 
jects around them, 8 every periſhing Enjoyment of 


3 | 
(f) Jeremiah x 
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Time and Senſe is purſued, as if it were abſolutely 
neceſſary to true Happineſs. Thouſands are raiſing 
their Thoughts and Wiſhes no higher than proſperous 
Trades, large Eſtates, well-furniſhed Tables, elegant 
Dreſs, numerous Attendants, or the Breath of popu- 
lar Applauſe. Others are more reaſonably panting 
after the Joys of Friendſhip, or the valuable Improve- 
ments of Arts and Sciences. But what are any, or 
all cf theſe, compared with the Care of the Soul, 
the one Thing needful (g)? I may be rich, or great, 
admired for my Stores of Learning, or confided in as 
the Soul of Friendſhip ; but, without an Intereſt in 
Chriſt, my Damnation is certain and unavoidable. 
Fer what is a Man profited, if he ſhould gain the whole 


Herld, and loſe his own Soul ? Or what ſhall a Man 


give in Exchange for his Soul (h) ? How are Mortals 
impoſing a Cheat upon themſelves which is big with 
infinite Miſchief ? Fancying this or that Inquiry the 
moſt neceſſary, till the Flames of Hell convince them 
of their fatal Deluſion ? x | T 

Men and Brethren, for God's Sake, open your 


Eyes, and ſee written, as with the Sun-Beams, that 


all Things are Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit abſtracted 


from an Intereſt in Chrif, And what have you to 
plead for neglecting that, which is moſt neceſſary? Is 
a Moment's Delay, when all is at Stake, to be vindi- 
cated at the Bar of Reaſon ? Will you continue to de- 
lay, for ſucceſſive Months, or Years, as if Neceſſity 
itſelf had loſt all its Power of Sollicitation ? Dare 
you hope to ſuceeed at laſt, like the penitent Thief? 
Your hope is vain: For He, without any Dglay, 
ſought an Intereſt in Chrif, as ſoon as he came to 


the Knowledge of him. O. that Men were wiſe, that. 


they under/tood this, that they would conſider their latter 


End (i) / . 


2. Conſider, that the gand Inquiry, 4m 7 is. 
Chriſt, or not, is of univer/al Concern. _ 
e 


(e) Lake x. 42. (h) Mat, xvi, 26. (i) Deut, mai, 29. 


- 
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The Apoſtle ſeems ſollicitous to have this Conſide- 
ration taken ſpecial Notice of, when he ſays in the 
Text, if any Man be in Chriſt. An Intereſt in Chri/ 
is equally neceſſary for every Man, Every Man has 
a precious immortal Soul, that muſt be ſaved, or 
damned for ever. But there is no other Name under 
Heaven given among Men, beſides that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby we muſt 45 ſaved (ky. Therefore to ſecure 
an Intereſt in him, is equally the Concern of earned 
and wnlearned, of rick and poor, of Princes and Beg- * 
gars, of Preachers and Hearers, of old and young, of 
fick and well, of the living and dying. It is appointed 
unto Men, of every Language, Rank, and Character, 
once to die, but after this the 1 xm (1) If any In- 
dividual Perſon, in the whole human Race, can be 
exempted from Death and Judgment, then only may 


he be excuſed from the grand Inquiry, am I in Chriſt, 
or not ? 


3. Conſider, that there is no Inquiry in the Wor!d 
of ſo Advantageous a Nature as this, am I in” 
Chrift, or not ? 5 


Godlineſi is profitable unto all Things, having Promiſe 
of the Life that now ts, and of that which is to come 
(m). Jo ſeek an Intereſt in Chri/, is the very firſt 
Step towards Godlineſs, and conſequently an Intro- 

duction to the greateſt Profit attainable by a rational 
Being. Aſk the experienced Travellers in the Ways 
of Godlineſs, what Advantage they have found? 
They will all of them aſſure you, that her Ways are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace (n). 
They will love to recount their various and invalua- 
ble Bleſſings; ſuch as, the Pardon of their Sins, the 
Favour and Friendſhip of God, a new and divine 
Nature, Peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
together with their /;zvely Hopes of eternal Glory, To 

33 all 
% (K) Acts iv. 12. (1) Heb. ix. 27. 
Len) 1 Tim. iv. 8. (n) Prov; iii. 17. 
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all their wondrous Tale they will add, that the half 
7s not told you; and will eafily demonſtrate to you, 
that the leaſt Bleſſing of Godlineſs is infinitely better 
than all the Profits and Pleaſures of Sin. 

But don't imagine, Sirs, that becauſe ſuch Bleſſings 


are invaluable, therefore they are difficult to obtain. 


Never conclude them beyond your Reach, if you do 
but ſeek them while it is called to- Day. Therefore, 
oe, and it ſhall be given you : ſeek, and ye ſhall find: 
kneck and it ſhall 2 opened unto you. For every one - 
that aſteth, receiveth: and he that ſeeketh, findeth : 
and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened (o). Can 
your Hearts defire to make à profitable Return, on 
'Terms more eaſy and reaſonable? And is it not the 
greateſt Infatuation, to look upon ſuch inconceivable 
Gain with Indifference ? But, 


4. Conſider, that there is nothing you are more 
tempied by your worſt Enemies to neglect, than 
the grand Inquiry, am I in Chrift, or not? 


It cannot be difficult to determine who are your 
worſt Enemies. Does it not ſhew the moſt inveterate 
and deadly Enmity to your higheſt Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs, to be continually practiſing all imaginable 
Arts, for blinding your Reaſon, ſtupifying your Con- 
ſciences, debaſing your immortal Natures, and ſub- - 
jecting them to Paſſion and Appetite, in Order that 

our Souls may be abſolutely inſlaved, nor have any 
Leifore or Inclination to exert ſo much as a 'Thbught 
towards reſcuing themſelves from the complicated 
Chains ? 

Such, Sinners, are the unwearied Efforts of an E- 
nemy you are cheriſhing in your own Boſoms, even 
your corrupt and inordinate Se Love. Is not this 
inbred Traytor perpetually ſuggeſting to you ſuch 
Things as theſe? *©* There is no need to be over- 
© thoughtful about an Intereſt in Chrif, He will 
| 3 fave 

(o) Mat, Vl, 77 8. 


An I in Cunrsr on not & 37 


ec fave you without ſo much ado, Now is your Time 
for Buſineſs and Pleaſure. You have a Thouſand 
«« Things to mind at preſent. An Intereſt in Chr; 
« may be thought of, and inquired after, at any Time. 
% Tt will be Pity to loſe your agrecable Companions, 
% your innocent Mirth, and indeed the very beſt Sea- 
ſon you will ever have for Self-Enjoyment. When 
% you will, you may return to the dull Work of 
«« your Cloſets. There is a @ more convenient Time to 
« ſerve Chriſt : Whereas to mind your Souls zow, 
% will make you melancholy r /oon.” Who but an 
Enemy will ſow ſuch Tares as theſe (p)? What elfe, 
but an evil Heart of Unbelief, will thus contrive how 
to depart, at the remoteſt Diſtance, 2 the living 
God (q) ? Believe it, Sinners, every Man is tempted, 
ewhen he is drawn away of his own Luft, and enticed 
(r). 

And is not Satan, that reſtleſs implacable Enemy to 
Souls, as à roaring Lion, walking about, ſeeking whom 
he may devour (s)? Are not Multitudes of Souls raten 
_ Captive by him at his Will (t)? 

When has the World ever approved itſelf a Friend 
to Men's eternal Intereſts? What Forms of Tempta- 
tion does it not wear? 'There 1s the Luft of the Fleſh, 
the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life (u); albof 
them in the cloſeſt Union, labouring inceſſantly to 
extinguiſh every ſerious Thought of  Chri/t and Salva- 
tion; and without the leaſt Compaſſion puſhing Thon- 
ſands of immortal Souls into eternal Ruin, 

Sinners, pity yourſelves. Learn Self-Prefervation 
from the 41 Strength, and Policy of your Ene- 
mies. Were your Eyes open to ſee your Danger; 
what horrid Cruelty your Enemies are concealing un- 
der a ſpecious Veil of Friendſhip; and how united, 
and enraged, they are, againſt the Name and Intereſt 
of Jeſus; you would never give Sleep to your Eyes, nor 
Slumber to your Eye-Lids, till in Dehauce of the 
Ip) Mat. xiii, 25. Heb, iii, 12. r) James i. ; 
bh) x Pet, v, 1. 3 a Tim. ii, 26, 47 John 1. . 
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Werld, the Fliſi, and the Devil, your whole Heart 
was filled with anxious Inquiries after an Intereit in 


Chri/ft. 


© - 5. Be intreated once more to conſider, that there 
is Nothing you are more earne/tly /ollicited by 
your beſt Friends to regard, than the grand In- 
quiry, Am I in Chriſt, or not? x 


You cannot doubt the friendly Intentions of the 
Flefſed God, in the Bounties of his Providence, in the 
Gt of his Son, in the Promiſe of his Spirit, and the 
kind [Inwitations and Encouragements of his Nord. 
You are perſuaded, that your faithful Mini/ters, your 
p10u5 Relatives, and many other Godly Perſons, are 
ſeeking your beſt Intereſt ;- and would not, knowing- 
iy, contribute to your eternal Miſery, no, not for Ten 
Thouſand Worlds. The Friendſhip of your own Con- 
feiences you never called in Queſtion. And are not 
all :he/e to be numbered amongſt your beft Friends? 
Would not your Indiguation riſe againſt any that bus 
ſuſpected your Intereſt in ſuch Friendſhip ? | | 

And pray, Sinners, what would theſe be Friends 
have you to do? Is it not their earneſt and ſincere, 
their unanimous and repeated Requeſt, that you would 
ſeriouſly inquire after an Intereſt in Chrift ? Though 
You have often turned a deaf Ear to all their Sollici- 
tations, have they therefore ceaſed ? When they have 
found your Hearts hardened, and your Hil; bent upon 
your own Deſtruction, did they then leave you to periſh ? 
Can you calmly fit down, and xecolle& the Months 
and Years, through which %% Friends have been 
following you with their Kindneſs, and trying every 
tender and faithful Method to engage you to love 
Four ovin Souls? —Can you do this—and not con- 
demn yourſelves for the higheſt Ingratitude to the 
8: Friend; as well as for the moſt ſtupid Neglect 
5% your own bnteteft? Are not you the very Fernen 
ion ths Tuiher of Mereieh deſites $0: uber 2 
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His Children, and embrace as his Favourites? For 
whom a Redeemer has ſhed his Blood, and is now 
pleading at the right Hand of the Majeſty on high ?— 
And, with whom, the holy irit is ftriving from Day 
to Day? What affeQtionate Calls, what melting Ex- 
zoſtulations, has the Goſpel been addreſſing to your 

ars, and trying to fix on your Hearts? Has not 
Conſcience ſometimes given you inward Pain and taught 


- you how faithful are the Wounds of a Friend (w) ? 


When at any Time.the Joys of Senſe have failed, and 
you have been holden in Cords of Afliction, could you 
avoid concluding, that the Providence was deſigned 
to teach you a moſt important Leſſon ? Could you 
doubt the Meaning of your pious Relatives, when 
they have often admoniſhed you, and even wept over 
you ?—Now let theſe beft Friends prevail. Act the 
reaſonable Part, and concur with em in deſiring 
your own Happineſs. Think—how much Heaven it- 
felf will conſiſt in having theſe Friends eternally pleaſed 
with you. Think—if Hell itſelf can have any Thing 
more tormenting than the 2 Loſs of ſuck Friendſhip. 
For God's Sake, ſet your % Friends over againſt 
your worſt Enemies; compare the different Spirit, with | 
which they are animated; and the quite different 
Ends, to which their Endeavours with you are direc- 
ted: And then %, and make the Reſolution, with 
the greateſt Sincerity, and moſt entire Dependence on 
divine Grace; ©* Henceforward, our 4worf# Enemies 
« ſhall be diſappointed; our beft Friends ſhall be 
„ ſerved and pleaſed; our own eternal Salvation ſhalb 
be ſecured ; and therefore, the grand Queſtion, An 
in Chriſt, ſhall, without farther Delay, be ſeri- 
* ouſly aſked; nor will we reſt in any Thing ſhors 
& of a ſatisfatory Anſwer,” e 
But this Addreſs cannot be properly concluded 
without taking ſome Notice of thoſe, whom Charity 
obliges us to place in the Rank of ſincere Chriſtians 
-who have nevertheleſs been neglecting the grand. In- 
| 5 8 quirys 

*) Prov, xxvit.. 65 0 
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quiry, though not totally, yet in ſuch a Degree, 
eatly to enfeeble their Graces, and diminiſh their 
ivine Comforts. Dear Fellow-Chriſtians ! Is it not 


a moſt defirable Thing, to have the Spirit of God open 


the Eyes of your Underſtanding, that ye may more diſtinct- 
ly know what is the Hope of his Calling, and what the 
Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints (x) ? 
Is it not your indiſpenſible Duty and higheſt Intereſt, 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chrift (y)? And how can ſuch im- 
portant Attainments be reaſonably expected without 
the diligent Le of all appointed Means Therefore ſuf- 
fer the Word of Exhortation, and give Deligence to 
make your Calling and Election ſure (2). Pant after 
clearer Evidences of your Intereſt in Chrif. See Erer- 
ity at the Door. Think how ſoon the Fudge will 
appear, to try, and determine your State for ever. 
Judge yourſelves now, that you may not then be con- 
demned with the World (a). You have need of great 
Searchings of Heart, leſt your want of diſcerning your 
Intereſt in Chrif ſhould be owing to one, or other, 
of the Errors juſt now pointed at: Either to your re- 
maining Ignorance of the Truths of the Goſpel ; or, 
to your lamentable Neglect of eternal Things; or, 
to your or ſome criminal Paſſion ; or, your 
making Uſe of falſe Evidences ; or, unjuſtly limiting 
the Operations of the Spirit; or, not applying divine 
Promiſes; or, your not coming to the Table of the 
Lord; or (may it not be added) to your careleſs At- 
tendance at that holy Table, and Forgetfulneſs of 
the Engagements ſo folemnly made there. Examine 
yourſelves, try and prove your own ſtlves. Fervently 
tray for divine Aſfiſlance. Intreat the Lord, wot #» 
take his holy Spirit from yea (b). Beg that the Spire 
of Truth indy take of the Things of Chris, and ſhew 
them unto you (c). Join yourſelves to lively and exe 


 gerienced Chriſtians, and deſire their Prayers and Coun- 


ſela 


(x) Ephef. j. 18. () 2 Pet. i. 18. (a) 2 Pet. 5. 20. 
(a) x Cor, Xi. zar, (5) Pfam li. 11, (e) John avi. 15 


Am TI in Canist or not ? 61 


ſels. Aſk them, how their Evidences of an Intereſt 
in Chrift were firſt diſcovered, and how the Clearneſs 
of them has ſince been maintained and increaſed, 
Sec, with peculiar Attention, how much zhey value, 
and how afraid they are to loſe, their divine Comforts 
and therefore with what Conſtancy they watch and 
pray leſt they enter into Temptation (d); and how ſolli- 
citous they are to walk circumſpectiy, not as Fools, 
but as Wiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the Days are 
evil (e). If one of thoſe holy and happy Souls may 
ſpeak for the reſt, this Advice cannot conclude in 
better Words than Mr. Flavel's; I veriiy believe, 
« (ſays that excellent Man} that the ſweeteſt Hours 
„ Chriſtians enjoy ia this World are, when they re- 
« tire into their Cloſets, and ſit there concealed 
„ from all Eyes, but him that made them; looking 
* now, into the Bible; then, into their own Hearts; 
« and then, up to God; cloſely following the grand' 
« Debate about their Intereſt in Chr, till they have 
„ brought it to the happy deſired Iſſue “.“ 


(4) Mat. xxvi. 41. (e) Ephef. v. 15, 16. 


* Mr, Flavel's Cure of Mental Errors, 2d Appendix, page 
497, 408, | 
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xk HE attentiveReader will obſerve the Ac- 

count given of Faith in the laſt Sermon, 

7 [Page 65, 60] and will in ſome Meaſure 

2k I oo Fe the great Importance of. adhering to 

* that Manner of ſtating it, as beſt calcu- 

lated to promote a well-grounded and comfortable 

View of our Intereſt, in C4rif, More fully to con- 

vince him how important this is, I beg Leave to add 
the: following Remarks. 

The other and very different ways of ſtating Faith, 
are chiefly theſe two; either as coaſiſting in a mere 
ent to the Gofpel as true; or, in the Afuranxce of our: 
Per ſonal Intereſt in Chriſt. One ſinks it t00 low; the 
other raiſes it. zoo high. The former takes a Part for 
the Mole; the latter puts the Effect for the Cau/e. 
Both are dangerous, as they tend to perplex the Mind, 
and hinder it in its regular Advances towards Holi- 

neſs and Comfort. 
Concerning the firft of thoſe, it muſt be allowed, 


that, as Knowledge is the Foundation of Practice, | 


therefore à mere A//ent to the Goſpel as true, an Hiſto- 


kical Faith, or a Perſuaſion that Feſus Chriſt is the Sa- 


uiour of Sinners, is of real Im 1 in Chriſtianity. 
Without this ent, as the firſt Step, there can be no 


Eoming at thoſe other Things in which the Life of 
Faich coaſts 4 Vize au. carueſt Difri-and 4 


- 
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the Bleſſings which Chrift has promiſed in the Geſt en, 
Dependence upon him, and Subjettion to him. To theſe, 
& this Aſjent ought to be wholly ſubſervient ; and from 
_ " theſe, it ſhould derive all its Value. Abſtracted from 


theſe, what is it but a mere notional and ſpeculative 


Thing? A Faith not ſaving, as it neither produces 


Peace in the Conſcience, nor Purity in the Heart; A 
Sort of * Knowledge, that is not intereſting to 
us, becauſe thereby the great Truths of the Goſpel 


are not applied to their proper ſalutary Purpoſes, ei- 


ther for relieving a Mind oppreſſed with a Senſe of 


Guilt, or for implanting in the Heart every Grace 


and Virtue ? 4/ent, in this abſtracted View of it, is 
the Knowledge which puſfeth up; but Charity, or that 
Faith which worketh by Love, edifieth (a). As long as 


this Agent remaineth alone, it nameth the Name FA 
 Chrift, but does not depart from Inigu ie 
YH 


ity (b). It calls 
Chriſt, Lerd, Lord, and does not the Things which he 
fas (e). It wears a Form of Godline/s but denies the 
Power thereof (d) It is the very ſame Faith the A- 
poſtle James is ſpeaking of, when he obſerves, the 
Devil, alſo believe and tremble (e). Too apparent are 
the Proofs which Multitudes in the Chriftian World 


now give, that their Faith riſes no higher than this 


general Aſent; and at beſt is no more than the Cre- 


dit demanded from them to any authentic, but un- 
Intereſting, ary +: Avfal are the Intimations which 
our Lord gives, that many will in the great Day be 
found to have had no other, nor better Faith than 


rt, to whom he will then profeſs, I never knew you-; 


depart from me, ye that work Iniquity (f). 

The Popiſh World is, as it, were, naturally formed 
to a Complacency in this very inſufficient Kind of 
Faith, becauſe it is fo intimately connected with their 
Fundamental Doctrine of Merit, and with which it 
ſo effectually concurs in cheriſhing Pride, Self-Do- 


| pendenee 
{a) 1 Cor. viii. 1. Gal. v. 6, tr) 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
(e) Luke vi. 46. 5 (4) 2 Tim. wi. 5. 


(e) James ji, 19, | (f) Mat, vii, 22, 2 
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pendence and Self-Righteouſneſs, and in multiplying 
every lifeleſs Form of Devotion, or rather of Superſti- 
tion, Hence it comes to paſs, that the Council of 
Trent, that Standard of medern -Popery, anathe- 
«© matizes all thoſe, who maintain ſuch Doctrines as 
« imply, that the certain Knowledge of a Perſonal 
« Intereſt in Chriſt is attainable, except by a Special 
* Revelation (g).“ | 
The Prote/tant World has, indeed, profeſſedly re- 
jected the Doctrine of Merit, and treated Hiftorical - 
Faith as only valuable, when it ſerves to beget and 
ſtrengthen the nobler Ingredients of a /aving Faith, 
And happy would it be, if all that call themſelves 
Proteſtants would, in their Practice, adhere to ſuch 
a rational and ſcriptural Profeſſion ! Happy indeed! 
to have Thouſands around us alarmed with wholeſome 
Terror, whom the moſt dangerous Inſenſibility has 
made eaſy and ſecure on the Brink of Ruin ? whoſe 
Faith, it is greatly to be feared, is all 4/znt, and 
merely Hiftorical, and who have too often been taught 
to eſteem it to all Intents and Purpofes efletual; io 
that their Conſcience is, as it were, /eared with an hot 
Tron (h). | 28 N * 
As for the oppoſite Extreme of making Faith to 
conſiſt in the Aſſurance of our Perſonal Intere/t in Chriſt; 
to what I have already ſaid concerning its dangerous 
Tendency, in the lait Sermon, I ſhall here add an 
Extract 4 the Writings of Dr. Richard Sibbs, who 
was Preacher to the honourable Society of Gray's-Inn, * 
and Maſter of Katherize-Hall in Cambridge, and died 
1635. This eminent Divine ſtates a Query in theſe 
Words; May not there be Doubtings, where there 
is true Fa'th ? May not a true Believer be without 
Aſurance And he gives the following Anſwer to 
it. There be three Ranks of Chriftians ; . 
« Firſt, Some that are yet under the Spirit of Bond- 
« age, like little Children, and do all for Fear. 
$ | "es © Secondly, 
(g) Vid Council. Trid. Seſſ. vi, Cap. 15 and 16. 
„ (h) 1 Tim, iv, 2. 
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„ Secondly, Thoſe that are under the Spirit of A 


doption, aud do many Things well; but yet are not 
altogether free from Fear. Theſe are like thoſe 
Children, that are moved with Reverence to obey 
their Parents, and yet find their Commands ſome- 
what irkſome unto them 

% The Third are ſuch as, by the Lowe of God ſhed 
abroad in their Hearts by the Spirit of Adoption, are 
carried with large Spirits to obey their Father; and 
are, herein, hke unto thoſe Children, that not 
only obey, but take a Delight in it, upon a Judg- 
ment that both Obedience, and the Thing wherein 
they obey is good, 


This we ought to labour for, But we find many 


Chriſtians in the ſecond Rank. Many truly believe 
in Chri/t, by ſome Light let into their Hearts by 
the Spirit of Adoption, who are not yet fully aſſured 
of the Love of Chrif. 


„There is the 4A of Faith, and the Fruit of Faith, 


The Ad of Faith is, to caſt ourſelves upon God's 
Mercy in Chriſt: The Fruit of Faith is, in be- 
lieving, to be aſſured of this, We muſt know, that 
Faith is one Thing, Iſurance another. They may 


have Faith, and yet want a double Aſſurance ; wiz. 


firſt, Aſſurance of their Faith, being not able to 
judge at all*Times of their own Act: Likewiſe 
Secondly, Aſſurance of their State in Grace, as 
in Time of Deſertion and Temptation. A Soul, 
at ſuch a Time, caſts itſelf upon Chriſt, as knows 
ing Comfort is there to be had, though he be not 
ſure of it for himſelf, And this-the Soul does out 
of Obedience, though not out of Feeling; as the 


poor Man in the Goſpel, Lord, I believe, help my 
' Unbelief. The Soul oftentimes, ut of the Deep, 
, cries ; and, in the dark, truſts in God. And this is 


the bold Adventure of Faith; the fr/# Objet 
whereof is Chriſt, held-out in a Promiſe; and 
not Aſſurance ; which ſpringeth from the firſt Act, 
when it pleaſeth God to ſhine upon the Soul, and. 

; | „ 3g. 
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& is a Reward of glorifying God's Mercy in Chriſt 
« by caſting the Soul upon his Truth and Goodneſs, - 
A ſurance is God's Seal; Faith is our Seal. When 
0 we ſet to our Seal, by believing ; He ſets-to his Seal, 
« offuring us of our Condition. We yield rt the 
« Aſſent and the Conſent of Faith, and then God 
« puts his Seal to the Contract. There muſt be a 
6s on Title, before a Cpnfirmation; a Planting, be- 
fore a Rooting and E/tabliſhing; the Bargain be- 
& fore the Zarucſt. FT 
«© Some would have Faith to be, an overpowering 
©«. Light of the Soul, whereby they undoubtedly believe 
& themſelves to be Chriſt's, and Chriſt to be their's ; 
« which ſtumbleth many a weak, yet true Chriſtian. 
“ For this is rather the Fruit of a ſtrong Faith, than 
« the Ad of a weak Faith, which ſtruggleth with 
« Doubting, untill it hath. gotten the upper Hand 
r e 
It would be caſy to fill a large Volume with Ex- 
tracts from the Writings of the moſt eminent Divines, 
that have lived in our Country ſince Dr. Sieb, and who 
all of them ſpeak the ſame Sentiments. But for fear 
of ſwelling this Appendix too much, it ſhall cloſe 
with the Words of Dr. Watts, He 1 
the Condition of /e Saints As" un brogun in iſiis World, 
and among other Things he obſerves, © It ſeem's 
«© proper there ſhould be ſomething of a Cloud up- 
<0n ͤ them, upon their own Account, becauſe the pre- 
„ ſent State of a Chriſtian is a State of Trial. We 
& are not to walk by Sight as the Saints above and 
« Angels do; they — they are poſſeſſed of Life 
and Bleſſedneſs, for they ſee God himſelf near them, 
© Chriſt in the Midit of them, and Glory all around. 
« them. Our Work is to /ive by Faith; and therefore 
<< God has not made either his Love to us, or his 
4 Grace in us, fo-obvious and apparent to ourſelves, 
4 as that every Chriſtian, even the weak and the un- 
1% watchful,” ſhould be fully aſſured of his Salvation. 
(i) Ur. Sibbs's Fountain ſealed, p. 209213. 
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« He has not appointed the Principle of Life within 
<< us, to ſparkle in ſo divine a Manner, as to be al- 
«« ways ſelf-evident to the beſt of Chriſtians, much 
« leſs to the Luke-warm and the Backſlider. It is 
« fit that it ſhould not be too ſenſibly manifeſt, be- 
s cauſe it is ſo ſenſibly imperfect; that we might 
«© examine ourſelves whether we are in the Faith, and 
% prove ourſelves, whether Chri/t, as a Principle of 
« Life, dwell in us, or no (k). While ſo many Snares 
« and Sins and Dangers attend us, and mingle with 
« our ſpiritual Life, there will be ſomething of Dark- 
*“ neſs ready to riſe and obſcure it, that ſo we may 
% maintain a holy Jealouſy and Solicitude about our 
„% own State, that we may ſearch with Diligence to 
4 find whether we have a divine Life or no, and be 
called and urged often to look inwards. 

This Degree of remaining Darkneſs, and the 
« doubtful State of a ſlothful Chriſtian, is ſometimes 
of great uſe to ſpur him onward in his Race of 
, Holineſs, and quicken him to aſpire after the high- 
« eft Meaſures of the ſpiritual Life; that when its 
«© Acts are more vigorous, it may ſhine with the 
„ brighteſt Evidence, and give the Soul of the Be- 
« Hhever full Satisfaction and Joy. It ſerves alſo to 
« awaken the drowſy Chriſtian to keep a holy Watch 
« over his Heart and Practice, leſt Sin and Tempta- 
tion make a foul Inroad upon his divine Life, 
« ſpread ſtill a thicker Cloud over his beſt Hopes, 
* and break the Peace of his Conſcience. Though 
„ the Frinciple of Grace be not always ſelf-evident, 
yet we are required to give Diligence, to make and 
«© to keep it ſure, 2 Pet. i- 10 (I).“ 


(k) 2 Cor, Xilt. LL 
(1) Wart's Poſthumous Works, Remnants of Time, p. 297—299. 
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N. B. The following Hymns were written in a very 
Birine of the laſt Age. It is 
22 hoped 


different Form by a 
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hoped they will not be unacceptable to the pious 
Reader (notwithſtanding the ſimplicity of the Lan- 
guage and Poetry) as the Alphabetical Manner of be- 

5 G inning each Line may ſerve to impreſs them on the 
— and the Sentiments may not a little promote 
the practical Deſign of the preceding Sermons, 
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The Chriſtian's Skrr-IxjuxcTIoxs, for 
the Morning. 


t RIS E betimes, and praiſe the Lord; 
Be all Attention to his Word; 
Call on his Name with fervent Prayer; 
Deny myſelf; for Death prepare. 


2 Each Moment piouſly improve; 
For Friends, and Foes, breathe ardent Love 3 
Guard well my ever-roving Thoughts; 
Hate and forſake my fav'rite Faults. 


3 In Virtue's Dreſs adorn my Life; 
Keep far from Pride, Luſt, Paſſion, Strife; 
Live ſtill by Faith on 7%“ Name; 
My Maker's Praiſe be all my Aim. 


4 No Thoughts ſo much indulge, as thoſe 
Of Judgment, Heaven and endleſs Woes ; 
Prudence and Truth my Lips ſtill guard; 
Quell ſland'rous Talk as ſoan as heard. 


5 Rath Promiſes avoid with Care; 
Speak gracious Words with pious Fear; 
Jake Ki Food with Pray'r and Praiſe, 
Lie it for Strength in Heav'nly Ways. 


6 Wiſe be my Intimates and few 
Nactly pay to all their Due; 
Vet lay up Store with frugal Care; 
Zealous the Poor may largely ſhare. , 
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The Chriſtian's S£LF-EXAMINATION for 
the Evening. | 


4 ROSE I ſoon to praiſe the Lord ? 
Bent was my Mind to ſearch his Word? 
CalPd I on him with fervent Breath? 
Deny'd I Self? Thought I of Death ? 


2 Each paſſing Hour did 1 improve? ; 
For Friends, and Foes, flam'd I with Love ? 
Guarded were all my roving Thoughts ? 

Have I forſook my fav'rite Faults? | 


3 In Virtue's Dreſs form'd I my Life? 
Kept I from Pride, Luſt, Paſſion, Strife ? 
Liv'd I by Faith on 7% Name? 
Made I my Maker's Praiſe my Aim ? 


4 No Thoughts did I ſo chuſe, as thoſe 
Of future Judgment, Joys, and Woes ? 
Plac'd I before my Lips a Guard? 

© QuelPd I the fland'rous Talk I heard? 


5 Raſh Promiſes ſhun'd_I with Care? 
Speak I with Grace and pious Fear ? | 
Took I my Food with Pray'r and Praiſe; 
Us'd I my Strength in Heav'nly Ways? 


6 Wiſe were my Intimates, and few? 
Xactly paid I all their Due? 
Yet careful to increaſe my Store? 
Zealous to feed and clothe the Poor ? 
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